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THE 


PREF ACHE 


TO THE 


READER. 


Man would think the Brevity and the Nature of this 

ſmall Treatiſe, which is compoſed of nothing elſe but Te- 

ftimonies, Examples and Demonſtration, ſhould have 

ſaved me the trouble to prefix a _— before it, which 
uſually being nothing elſe but an extra of what is moſt uſeful in 
any Work, it did ſeem ſuperflueus in this place ; but becauſe, the 
Reader, at the firit View, and before he hath read it quite over, 
might have found ſome things , defeti ive in the Order, and the Nature 
of the Proofs I have made uſe of, I percerve my ſelf obliged to render 
a Reaſon of bith in this Preface ; as for the Order or Method it 
would, without dow't , have ſeemed more natural to begin theſe Proofs 
at the Haly Scripture, and to have continued them by Reaſons fetched 
from the Law of Nature and of Nations, and at laft to have con- 
cluded wich the Teſtimonies of the learned in all Apes of Chri- 
fhanity, I have taken a Courſe quite comrary 3 and the Reaſon f 
u 1s, that the Holy Scriptures having determined nothing poſitruely 
zor preciſely touching this matter ; but hath lefs .he Law of Nature 
and that of Nations in full force and wertue, without meddling 
with, or inſrivg ing them, which 1 mtcnd 10 make appear m re 
fulrg the Reaſons which thoſe of a contrary Opinion, enleavour to 
draw from them, under pretence that ihey every where teach hu* 
milly and pariencee Now every oue knows that the refuting of an 
Aadrver(aries Proofs ought ETermore fo follow, and not 70 precede the 
Thclis which cone maintaims, I have alſo made the Teſtimonies aud 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


Examples to go before the Arguments, as be:ng proof: 5, much more 
o&uicus and mure populer than thiſe of meer ſpreutation, being wery 
ſure that what hath been always believed and prefiifed, is generaily 
the mind and ſentiment of all Mankind,and not that of ſome particu'cr 
Perſons. Thbave alſo had anuthber reaſew for doing this, which 1s 
that finding ſome examples, in ancient Records, running exatt ly pa” 
rallel w1ith whet bath fo lately b appened m great Britain. 
New @ word or t:40 muſt be ſpoken touching the Natureand 
alidity of the Teft imunies which 1 have related. At ferſt ſight- a 
Pretefant may be againſt thoſe Tiſt umonies the Church of Komc 
brings in, eicber by her Counſels, or by ber particular Dottors, nay, 
and if ve have but a pique againſt, and be but never [o little diſ- 
content 214th the alterations that have been made in this Comtitry, be 
will preſently cry out" againſt ſuch like Authorgties, end will not be 
able to endure, that the Reformed (hould make uſe of them 3 h1s impa=- 
Fzence is rather an e<ffe& of his paſſion, then of a rinht diſcerning 
of the Truth; and for to comvince him that it is ſo, he needs do 
no more out to make theſe Obſervations with me upon the Councils 
which I havealledged. Firſt, That they did not conſi/? of Eecleſpa- 
ſtical Ferſens alone, as do thoſe of the later Ages; but of all the 
States of that Nation wherem they were aſſembled, and that all 
their determinations and deciſions (more eſpecially in State Affairs) 
derived all their Power and Authority, from the Power poluick 1 
their Decrees for the moſt part being publiſhed under the King s 
Name, *who almeſt ever aſſiſted at it, in Perſon: Together with the 
Grandces of the frees, @s may appear by the Council of Toledo, 1 
bavwe quoted, Sccondly, Although there was already a great many 
errars and abuſes in the Latin Church, yet for all that, it was then 
the true viſible Church, being it made uſe of no other Creed but that 
of the Apoltles and the Nicene, as one may ſee in the National 
Counſels of Spain, and eſpecially in that of Toledo, where they 
rehearſed always the Nicene Creed as the Foundation and Arbidge- 
ment of the Faith of the Church; and by the way, that I may 
=_ my thoughts what has gruen the Mortal blow to the Latin 
hurch, Ithmk it has been the Addition which Pious the IV. made 
of his own profeſſion of Faith to this Creed, for that wery time, 
thoſe who had tender Conſciences or any ſence of Chriſtianity, could 
not diſgeft their being obliged by Oath to believe all thoſe impious and 
profane Additions, fmcerely, and firmly, as the Fundamental Truths 
of Religion, 
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The Preface 'to the Reader. 


The 3d. Obſervation that we are to make, 1s tomebing the Dif 
ciplne of the Latin Charchs, which, as weil' an ii} Doidrine were 
not by far ſo much corrupted as they were im the Ages ſucceeding : 
Al:bough the Peopes, Leo and Gregory the two firſt of that Name, 
did very much enlarge the Philaderies of the Rowan High Prieft, 
Yet, had they not ſet themſelves. up for $ on Arburators, and 
Umpires of Divome and Human Rights ; bike. the Opinion of 
the Inſallibiluy had mot then ſo much as emtered into the mind of Man, 
{o that theſe determinatons and definitive Sentences of the Counſel, are 
much more juridical and more ſuiting with the Order God hath eſt a» 
bliſbed in brs Church, and indeed deſerve a great deal more reſpect 
and conſideration then thoſe of the Counſels of the laſt Ages. Par- 
' ticularly, ſince the firſ# Oecumenique Cowmnſel of Latcran, wherem- 
things began to be regulated only according to the Phantaſie of the- 
Pepes, and not according to Scripture, nor Reaſon, 

Now as for the particular Doftors of the Roman Church, 1 have 
not pretended that they ſhould be a Rule to the Reformed in this mat- 
ter, but only indirectly, that is to ſay, I do make appear by that, 
that all Chrittians have held the ſame Principle, for one cannot deny 

but that the Reformation may have been ſettled upon this Foundats- 

on > that the Power of Princes over their Subjetls, is not Abſolute, 
neither im Spirituals or Temporal, there having been ſeveral People 
who hawe ſhaken off the Yoke of their old Matters for the ſake 
of Religion, aud not any People but would have done the ſame, if 
they had but had power ſo to do, at ſuch time as they had to do_ with 
a Sovereign, who went about to oppreſs them, 

In ſpeaking my mmd ſincerely and freely as I have done of the 
Power of Sovereigns, and of the Rights of the People, I have made 
mo imcreachment or attempt upon the lawful Power of Kings, God 
forbid I ſhould, there is not a Man in the World more comvinced, or 
more fully perſwaded of the preheminence and excellency of Monay- 
chica! Government above all others then my ſelf, at ſuch time as it 
oonfines it ſelf within its juſt limits. No Man of judgment wil: 
ever condemn any ſort of Government whatſoever, when is it ſet- 
tled, and is agreeable to the Humour and Genius of the Pec- 

les 
, What I have advanced that toucheth them the moſt to the quick 
is taken from a Sermon, that Ger(lon Chancellor of the Univerſity 
of Paris, Preached before King Chazles the VI. and the Dolphin 
who found no fault with it, 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


If I have defended the Conduct and Proceeding of the Parli- 
ament of England, it is becauſe they have changed the Governor 
only, but not the Government ; and that it had ſubſtituted in the 
room of an Oppreſſor, a puus, juſt, and wiſe Prmee. Nay, and a 
Prince too, who was rightful Herr to the Crown, whom they went 
about to diſpoil and deveſt of bis Rights, by a certain fraudulent way 
never heard of in any Ape. 

Some may be apt to 4. that this Treatiſe would bave come more 
ſeaſonably three Tears ago, then now, I grant that, but 1 had not 
then the opportunities and helps I met with ſince, which were abſolutely 
neceſſary for me nay, I muſt confeſs I bad not ſo much as thought of it, 
had it not been for an inſiptd and impudent French Book which bath 
made a great Noiſe w the World ; tis call d, Advis aux Refugiez, 
the impertmnent Scribler of this Libel, by eftabliſhing Abſolute Power 
im a groſs manner, which ſmells more of his Penſion, then of Love 
for Truth, hath wickedly charged all thoſe of his Nation of Rebe!. 
liow, who did not blindly obey the Will of their King, and moot: 
the Englith Nation mm the ſame, if not in @ greater for lowing its 
Religion and us Laws. I was moreover confirmed in my Deſign, 
by the readimg of a pofthumons Piece of Richer Dr. of Paris, heck 
was publiſhed the laſt Year, as well as the other, and «pon the ſame 
Accunt. I bave in compiling this Piece, been more ſolicitouws about 
things, than words; and that is the Reaſon why one will ſcarce 
find m it any Ornaments, but ſuch as do naturally ariſe from the 
ſnbjefi Matter : whether T have ſweceeded well in the Deſign, I have 
propounded to my ſelf, I leave that to the Readers judgment > Iwill 
aſſure him only that I hawe been exceeding faithful m whatſoever 1 
brve reported from the Authors I have quoted. 
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The Defence of the Parliament of England, in the 
Caſe of JAMES the Second. 
with, that falls under d-bate. than \that Queltion 


touching Regal Power for it highly concerns the 


Publick to underttand whether or no it be limited and circums 
F.ribed by humane Laws, or is to be accounted ſupreiour 
to them all. It will be {therefore worth our while, eſpecially in 
this new unexpeRed ConjunRure: and change of the Britiſh Ate 
fairs, that have ſo much aſtoniſhed the World, to attempt ſome 
diſcourſe of it exattly and fſuccin&tly. But now to decide each 
Contrayerſic that may ariſe concerning Regal power, as well by 
divine as bumane Rights, nothing ſeems more to the purpoſe, than 
to begin with the Authority Eccleſiaſtical, tempered and allayed 
with the Civil, for ſince it conſiſts of both Riphts, it deſervedly 
holds the firſt place, and amongli humane Authoricies is lookt 
upon as the greateſt. Come on then, as Studiers of brevity, lay- 
ing alide any further preamble, let us hafien to.the matter in hand. 


CHAP, IT 


Decrees of ſeveral Councils, whereby the Regal Power is Circurnff an- 
tiated and Bounded within its Limits. ; 


Ext to the Queſiions that are converſant about Faith, 
there is not any one of greater conlequence we meet 


THI 


le Forth Council of Toledo aſſembled ont of Excleſiaſtical rom Blais 
perſons and States of the Realm Anno 6 ; 3- which is named 7997 ©09ec 


by the Spaniſh Councils, The Grand and General Council, concerning 
Kimgs, that ſhall hereafter ſucceed > We Enatt and Decree this Sen- 
rence, faith the Council, that if any gmongff them, tontraty to the 
reſpett fue to the Laws, out of an haugbty arbitrary ambition to Lord 
it over his Subjedts, ſhall aſſume and exerciſe Cruelty ahid Tyraymical 
power, and ſhall abandon himſclf 30 unjuft and vitious exceſſes, and" 
fhall exerciſe truelty over bis People; Let him be condemned by the 
Sentence of Anathema from owr Lird Chriſt, and may be receive judg- 
ment and condemnation from God, foraſmuch as be bath preſumed to 
at wickedly, and to bring the King dom to ruin and d:ſtruttion : But 


Ce 74 


. . . , B 
as for Simithilana, who reading. is op evil courſes, hath ned Cuilanns 
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The Defence of the Parliament of England. 
and forſaken his Kingdom, and divetted himſelf of Regal Authority, 
It 4s by.and with the conſent of the Nation Decreed, That we quill g- 
7 ves him or his Wife, by reaſon of the exorbitant wifchnfs they 
have conmit:cd, uy nor bis; Sons ynto our Unity or \Commpunign; nor 
ever acvance 57 promote them at any time to thoſe Dipnities and Hue 
nor's from which they by their iniquity have lapſed and fallen, 

*T is to be ob{erved, that this Convention or Syr.od compoſed 
of the States of the Nation, or rather of the wholc Nation in ge- 
nera?, do, in the Synod put (Kings in mind of cheir duty, and 
withal do cxcri their power upon male-adminifiratours,and thar 
not in words or! y but truth and cftce; as evidently appears by 
the example of S:7#/1;:294betwttn whom and King Fames there 
is a molt wonderful ard rarticular reſemblance, as alſo an exact 
contormity and agreement between the Synod and Adt of Parlia- 
ment.. | : 


VI. Conc. Tiled "The Sixth Council of Totzdo, affembled of Ecclefialtical perſons 


and Sratcs of the Nation, 4n.676.a Law bf King Chimtilanus about 
bariihingiche Fews out of the Realm, being introttuced with com- 
mendatiops annexcd, the Synod adds theſe words, Rut this is by us 
with at! care and duljgence ta be eftablifhed, leaft the heat and energy of 
it,apd or labour ſhould abate,and prove of none effet# im our Poſterity, 
aherefore by an unanimnus conſent of heart and ne 5 mg with 
the towſent of his Peers, and mature Zdiberationf the NovItity we de- 
cree and ena,That whoſoegr in futureAges ſhall chance to be intruſted 
with the ſupream — of = Realm, 46777 _ _ 
al Throne ,befere a ther obligations, ang ſolermn Oaths of con+ 
> aa to be bw Sin of $7 —— and declaye, that be 24, vever 
ſuffer the Jews to wiolate the Catholick Faith ; moreover, that by no 
manner of w8yes be ſhall be ghetting to #heir treaeþery ar #*qpuoed by 
any negleet, or iegoetouſneſs, ſpall open the way to their darken + 
who run headlog to don right Paganiſm and Infidelvy but whar 
is mo#F aimed at and uo; #11047 time, is, that he ſhould remain une 
tainrell and blameleſs for the future, for im wajn us it to do good, if 
perſeverance wn the [ame be not provided for, wherefore @t ſuch time 
as, conformable to the ſaid orger be ſhall be admitted and hae acce(s 
zo the Throne to hold the rem of Governmen; if bt ſhall to be a 
wviolator of this promiſe, let hins be ($07 ay IS By BY the 
preſence of the everlatimng God,end mgy he eford fucl to- everlafting 
Free ; yea, of the like puniſhment be any. one of the Clergy or any Chri- 
ſian whomſoever who [hall be arehgdin errgur bez ought warthy; 
By the Law of the Refs $nd Feuganies, which contain allo. Em- 
pizes ard Kingdoms, a Vaſfal doth not owe feality or ſervice to 
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bu Vhe 'Caſe'of AMES the $tcond. © 

kis Lord once extommunicated, nay ke; is oven abſolvcd of his 
Oarhof Allegiance, as tnay be ſeen iri £76, 2. Feudor, Tit. 28.5.1. 

In this N:erce of the Senate we meet with rwo things obſerva- 
ble. Firft,Fht the King is obliged by an Oath not to permit the 
Catholick Fajth tobe viotat:4 or infringed ; the other Wb” br 
caſc he (hall bz found-a vio!atox of this flims pi amif®, thar he 31 
incor the cenfiitc of Awarherha; lie and all his complices and adhe- 
rents. Boch thefe 40 run exactly paralict with the caſe of K. Fames, 
for he promifed, when he'came to the Crowy, That he, would gat 
fuffer rhe Religion of the Church of England tobe violated | 
the Papitts, whoſe banilhment out of the Kingdom had been of» 
rentimes debated ; he ſtood not ro his'word, nay he ſhews himiclf 
a Ring leatter, and aurfotiſtF of fuch'who cndeavourcd might and 
main the fubverfion of the (aid Religidn, he is therefore made juft- 
ly fenfibfe of the Parliaments {:verity in diſcarding and diſowning 
him. By this Derce it is likewife prohibited that none ſhall aſcend 
the Repal Chair except he be a Catholick : The Came Synod,C.r7. 
adds moreover, Unleſs by bis demeanour and good converſation he be 
rhought ft and worthy to be advanced to Regal ant hority z much more 
rm/eſs he be jullged fit upon the account of bis orthodox Religion, This 
does vcry much countenance and juttifie the Parttaments proceed- 
ings in their AQ, whertby it is expreſly provided, that none (hall © 
aſcend the Throne, except he be a favourer atleaſt of the Church 
of England: Now it wilf not be amiſs to hear RK. Becceſuintbas in 
the Eighth To/z4o'Council', confelfing, that che utirilly deſires of - 
Kings had necd of being checkt and refrained, whq ſigned and ra- © 
tified this Law for himfclf and Poſterity, $izce they in the 5 Wf 7 
ceſfively laft paſt, the immoderate umbounde cyyetouſneſs of Kings ha 


ty 


31»! 


BI ;* 


ach Eighth Synod 
of King Beuce» 


extended it if to the ſpoils and ator wy, the people and that Of Tear han 
ble wt 


the lamentable Tmpoſition, and burthenſome Taxes have niuch aus: 
mented their lawful Revenues, at length it js revealed to us by, divine «. - 
Inſpiration, that ſeeing we preſcribe Laws and Statutes of reſpec and 
obedience to be ebſerved by the Subjefts, it is meet we ſbould, ſet. ſome 
bound; of reſtraint and nemperance, 10the wvitius exceſſes of Princes; 
Moreover out of ouf princely clementy, and after Jue ton(i eration; (i 
oy our ſelves as forall thofe *vBo 21. ſucceed gs 'm our bory, 247, 
by Gods afſift ance do enatt a Law, a d do publiſh and declare, that yo 
King upon any private motive or impulſe, or by any Fattien, ſha/! take 
away by force, or cauſe to be taken away, any wilting or deeds concer- 
ning any thing due to another, / that he may prove Limketr unjuſi!y ts 
br Lord of, and lay elaim tothe thing ſo th to thim, 

K. James offended againſt this Law, when tollowing his brother 
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ſuinthus caatte 
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4 The: Defence of the Parliament of England. 

Cha- 11. his ſieps he vſolently by Quo Waranto, deprived Citizens 
of their Charters, anddid in a manner wholly cancel and dif- 
artmul che Priviledges and Immunitics of the Nation : King Bec- 
ceſuinthus was not of theſe Opinions that Kings were Lawleſs, 

who cenaQtcd a Law for himſelf and his ſucceſſors, 
VII. Synods Let us on the other hand return to the Synod preſcribing 
-- +: rh Laws to Kings, From hence ſaith the Synod, may Kings cons 
3 hey the ince Men that all things is owing ta them, and depends on them, 
Prince, when they povern all things wiſely : whence they doubt not bus 
that theſe things are due not to their Pexſon but to their Power and 
Dominiop, *tis Rights that make a King, 'not bis Perſon, for-to be 
King does not ſo much. conſiſt in the —_— meanneſs of perſonal 
qualities, as in his honour, and ſublime, graudeur, the things then 
that are due ta honour, are. aſſiſt aut cy Lang and what: Kings 
heap up and amiaſs they leave to. the Kingdom, that foraſmueb as - 6 
#lory of the Kinigdom caſts a Luſtre upon. them, ſo they likewiſe do 
not imbezle or diminiſh the Kingdoms g {ery but render it moreg lorious, 
beſides "tis requiſite, that thoſe who are conſtituted Kings ſhould have 
mind's full of care inruling, in ating with a great. deal of mode- 
ratign, in decrceing righteous judgment, in ſparing and having a 
tendtr regard to ſuch who are Sill fo Play procuring few parties, 
* XII. Synod. in ſiging with fewer, A little bclow that bil the waſtne/s of the pro« 
Toledo. c.2. to. priety of Princes includes all in,the Boſom of its receiving s,and nothing 
ward the end. þyt the Princely Belly is fiuft all the reſt of the Membery of the Nation 
on = = drain'd ard exbauſted, languiſh and decay for meer lack of ſuſtenance, 
defence, "3 > from whence it comes.t0 'v that neither the Commonalty canrecerve 
4» Þ» 144 any ſuccour and afſiFance, neither can great ones maintarn their dig + 
Printed i652, nity, Pecan W261 force of Power hath ſeized on all, the State 
np wa of the Commeonalty are. not in a condition to . defend the leaſt 
wat the firſt ; Rights,the Synod do very warily and diſcreetly preſcribe to Kings 
who ebſolved ticir duty, and. do withal. neatly. decypher- to us a Kingdom 
—_ from ruled By a Tyrant, ſuch an one as is not to be found: in this 

yr on whe World.” | , ; © 
fince that was Thc Spaniards grown weary of King Wamba's Government, 
done by this ſhut him up noſis wolens in a Monaſltry to.do penance, ar.d com: 
_ POny pelled him to elc& Ervigivs Grandee of Spaingtaking. no.notice 
wy E_—_ , Of Theofredus his Son 3. the * Twelfth Synod of Toleda; was held 
lived ſeventy ON purpoſe to confirm this Erv!gius, Anno 682. and this is the 
Years, who Language ct the Synod, And by that mean:4be Peoples hands wire 
lived aour loofed from all Ronds and Ozligations of an Qath, which, during 
4 Sloth of ,}+ Reign of the ſaid Wambal, were kept faſt tyed; paying duty and 
Century, allegrarice only to this. Prince Ltvigius,. being at liberty, by all de- 
mon? ras 
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; inthe Caſe of King JAMES. s 
| munlrations of acceptable homage, whom the very Divine Decree 
| had fore ordamed to the Kingdom, and the kind and courteous Peo- 
ple in general wiſht for; wherefore theſe things conſidered, and in ac- 
knowladgment of this favour we are to ſerve none but God alone, 
and our King Ervigius,and we are to be obedient to bim,and devoted 
entirely to his Will, let us then perform with a ready mind, and 
without reſerve endeavour to do whatſoever may conduce to. the wel- 
fart and ſecurity of his Royal Perſon, whatſoever may promote the 
real Intereſt of him and his Country. 
Now mult we hear Ervigius him.ſclt accoſting and beſpeaking, 
the Fathers of the Synod, For this in general I beg of you, faith 
| he, that whatſoever doth not comport with the Laws of our glory, if 
F there be any thing that may ſeem contrary to juſtice and equity, ut 
may be reftified by your good diſpoſition qneekneſs and judgement : The X11. Tiled. 
ſame Ervigius how much he efteemed the decrees of theſe Coun- Synod.Flaviny 
cils abundantly ſhews in the Thirteenth Toledo Synod, which he —_ von 
_E y Fathers, 
Harangucs after this —_— tis as clear as the Sun at Noon- 
day, that whatſoever the ſacred Aſſembly of Prelates hath thought 
fit to be obſerved, is by the ſpecial grace of the Holy Ghoſt ordamed 
and prefixt and ſettled to all eternity, and is inviolably. to be obſerved, 
T beſeech you therefore, and conjure you, the whole Aſſembly of re- 
wverend Prelates, and you moſt excellent Princes and Peers, who by 
Jour bomage and. duty to the Court ave obliged to ſit tm this ſacred 
Aljembly, I command you, I ſay, by the Miſtery of the holy Trinity, 
that if there be any thing before you ſhall be jud3edneedful to be dg- 
creed, or repealed, as well what by us hath been offered to your con- 
ſfderation,as alſo what elſe may hawe ceme to your hearing, on behal{of 
» ;hþe People,that you would be careful to decide and clear it with an un= 
animcus vigour of juſtice accompanied with a due proportion of mercy, 
Erwgius behaves himfglt betore the Synod with abundance of 
modelly, who humbly implores their jultice and mercy, and- lay: 
ing alide all loſtincs of mine, ſentible of, his own in abilitics ro 
undertake ſuch a charge, ſubmits himſelf to its ceofure.. We 
do not twd it fo, now. a days no,no; but now you muſt rake. no- 
tice, that the aforementioned Spaniſh Kings were of the Gorbic 
Race, but as to their Religion having renounced Iriani{me, they 
became ſound and orthodox from the time, of Ricared : they had 
| likewiſe won the Kingdom of Spain.by force of Arms, and 
1 theripht got by dipt of Sword is accounted the belt Tit'e by 
| your Civilians. Now-let us proceed to the French, | "VOY 
| The tu li that preſents himſclf js Childeric. the'34. the very laſt fe of CBcLL 
| ofthe Jd4rovingian Race, who was depo{cd by the as the 3d.: 
| | | 2 
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and hurfed into a Manaffry, Now there were prefent' in this 
Parliament divers Biſhops, amongſt the reft was Roniface a Bi- 
ſhop of Mentz, of great reputation, who fer the Crown on Zop:rr's 
Head, who was put in the place of Childeric. 

lo body can be ignorant of that notable Story of Lewis the 
pious Son to Charles the Great, wha in the Synod of Compeign, 
compoled of Pilhops and. Pcers of che Realm, Ammo 834. was 
tumbled from his Throne and forced into a Monaſtry. Synods 
in thoſe days were made up uſually of the Clergy and thz States 
of the Nation, which was much che bcit way, cſpecially in genc. 
ral Councils, for it is certain that for che mo!t part the cove- 
toufncls and ambition of che Clergy commonly corrupt both 
Divine and Human right. 

Nor after what manner the Caperians were by conſent of all the 
French ſubſtituted in the Room of the Cariwwingians; and 
how Lew:s the Eleventh was ſurrounded with thirty fix Conz- 
miſlioners, without whoſe Advice he could not govern the Con» 
mon wealth, as known to all, we omir. 

But what on this SubjeR is beyond all exception, and may 
op the Mouth of the Patrons of Tyranny, is the Conſent of all 
the Chriſtian Princes in the Convention ot Arras ; The bulinefs 
thus, Charles the Seventh, whitit he was but yet Dolphin, com- 
manded Fobn, Fathcr to Philipp Duke of Burgundy traitcrouſly to 
be aſſaſlinatcd, thereupon a bloody War aroſe between the 
two Princ:s; but at length by the mediation and procurcment 
of the Counſel of Baſe! and Pope Engenius, a Council was called, 
and held at Arras for compoſing Differences, whercunto the 
nob/eſt part of Europe had ws 7 It was faith Mezeray the nobleſt 
and greatcſtof that Age,thither did all Chriſtian Princes (except 
King Henry of England, who diſputed the Crown of France with 
Charles,) (ſend thuir Agents and Plenipotentiarics, and Eugerius 
his Ambaſſadors: A Peace being once clapt up between the 
two Princes it was covenanted and agreed upon, that it cither 
of the two Princes ſhould not ſtand to their words, bur violate 
the Articles of Agreement, that then his Subjects, abfolved of 
thcir Oaths, might lawtully ſend Succours to another Prince 
againlt the breaKer of the Covenant : here you may plainly ſec 
that all Princcs do unanimouſly agree in abſolving Subjeds of 
their Oaths of Allegiance 3 belides you may ſce that a Vaſlal 
doth covenant with his Lord upon equal Conditions, for Ph1l;s 
was Vaſſal to' Charles: So much the more is the fimplicity of choſe 
to be laught at, who darcatfirm that Princes are not (6 much 
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a5bound by Ogrh to their SubjcRs far, perſÞpryanceof the Articles 
of a Treaty, whenGed hilt is gbliged- to fulfill his promi+ 
{cs, the Lord hath ſworn, 3rd will got nepers, ard the baſySerip Fſ't: 110. 4. 
tures declare that all controverſies gre, decided by an Oath as _—6 
Princes were obliged to reſemble Gogl AVNghy in reſpegt of his 
power, and act in reſpect of his tait ulnels and veracity 5 Put 
not to deviate £90 mugh fron our preſent purpaſe ; If it were 
lawful for $ubjeRs to levy War againjt their Paince, for wvio- 
Jating, his word palt to a Forcigucx, I cannot fee why .it 

: ſhould be deerncd an hainous offcnce to ſpurn and 1£fift Ty- 

| ranny, when thcy themſclyes are galled and opprefle The Brit* 

1b Hiſtory likewiſe furniſheth us with a long ſeries ct Examples 

of this Nature, but tao great a Prolixity, clpecially in matters 

of themſclyes, othexwile plain andevident,is tedious and troublc- 

ſome: Ict ane therefoze, and that very conſiderable in jts {elf 

ſuffice, which is.this : Fobn ſlurnamed Sans terre,or without Land, 

King ot Frg/and and Duke of Brattain ſianding excommunicate 

by Pope Jnpocext the II. and his Subjcas ablolved from their 

Oath of Allegiance, the Kingdom of Eng/gnd was deyolved: 

upon Philip the Auguſt, Now Philiprelying upon this dopati- 

on of the Pope, having fitted out a huge Navy, wasulſt xcady 

to fall upon and Invade Englepd; when Fobn by his ſubmiſſion 

and obſequious compliance, regained the Pope*s favour. Neither 

did Phil;p tos all chat'defri fram his enierprize, for he gave his 

Conſent, that the Nobility of England ſhould choole Lewys his 

Son, Husband to Jone K. Jobs's Nicce for their King, and ſhould- 

Crown him in Lundow accordingly > tbe Matter grogceded to 

Suit ang Tryal befoze the Pape, fijll a great favouger: of 7oks : 

the Anibaſladors of Lew whoſoligited his Cauſe at Rowe,main- 

ly urged ghat Joby was never Leige King, becauſe. he was cane 

demned by the Pears of France .to have this Head cut off, for the 

Muzder com:mittcd on be perſon of 4ribar his Nephew, more- 

over, that j{ he were a Kings yet that he had notwithſtanding 

R fortcited this Crown, by twaning a Tyrant, and-that ieowns Tyr 

ranny, a5 they (aid, ro ſubveatand dafigoy\the Rega) Power, the 

| death of Joby flaps the Proceedings, and andethe Rifferenceand 
| his. Son Hemwry placed in bis ficad : Pray let the Freneb take - 

pa notice of this Paſſage; who axe out of; bumoys and. ill 

atistied at the lat Revolution and Change of the Rnintiſh Emne 

; pixe, and it they are wiſe, Jes thee: take waenipg whit they 

may, , by theix. wp \conlefon, - Tyranny: quite ayer throws 

! Kingly Powcr,and it evidentlyapprudy-theix own Example, 
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that the Throne of a Tyrant may juſtly and lawfully be poſſeſſcd 
. by another, and in truth it was but juſt, that the Parliament 
hould ſerve Fames the II; with the ſame Sauce as the Peers did 
Fohn,not coming at all ſhort of him in deſerving to bedethroned, 
then again Joby did not go about to ſubvert the ' Eflabliſhed 
Religion then in Force, nor did he forſake the Kingdom and fly 
to the ſworn Enemies of the Engliſh Nation, add hereto, that 
William and Mary had much a better Claim and Title to the 
Crown of England, as being Heirs preſumptive, then ever Lewis 
had, who was no preſumptive Heir. 

1 can hardly forbear the adding to this Example, that ac. 
knowledgment of the Authority of the Parliament by Richard the 
WH, in his folemn ſurrender of his Crown upon their Scn- 
tence: I refer the Readcr as to this point to the Englih Hi- 
ftortans, more cſpecially to Henry Knighton, Canon of Lei- 
cefter, in his Book De Eventibus Angliz, who hath at large and 
exactly infiſicd vpon this dreadful depoſing. 

Yet I ſhall take notice of one thing not cuſtomary with Ty- 
rants, to wit, that Richard did own and acknowledge the Peoples 
right in punifbing bad Princes, and did allow himſclt uncapable 


governing. 
CHAP. IL 


Fherein the Abſolute Power and\ Authority of Emperors and Kings, 
by the Teſtimonies and Opinions of ſeveral learned Men is oppoſed. 


— are not wanting an innumerable company of 
Examples in Hiſtory, ' of Kings baniſhed from their 
Kingdoms for ill managment, yet I thought good to produce 
none but ſuch, by -which it may plainly appear that a Tyrant 
may be dethroned not only with a ſafe Conſcience, but conſci- 
ence even dictating and allowing the ſame, It will not be amiſs 
to add to theſe the Teſtimonies of Emperors and Kings 3 toge- 
ther with the Sentiments and Opinions of ſome learned Men of 
the Roman Church. The firſt that offers himſelf is the renowned 
Emperor Trajer, 'who, when he  prefented a' naked Sword to 
Sura, according tothe cuſtom, intreating him Prefect of the 
Pretorium, take this, or ſuch like, faith he, and uſe it for me, if 
I rulc juſtly, if unjuſtly, uſe it againſt me 3 next come Adriav 
none of the worſt Emperors, ' who' promiſed that he would fo 
behave himſelf in holding ithe Reins of Government, as one 
who knew that it was the Peoples buſineſs 'that was commirted 

to 
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to his charge :* But let they Heathens holdj their peace , yet 
the Chriſtian Emperors 7heodoſins and Valentinianus, utter ſuch 
Truths as deſerve to be Engraven upon the Palaces, yea, 
rather upon the Hearts of Princes; It is a Confeſſion, ſay thty, To vaugu, 
worthy the Majeſty of him that rules, to profeſs himſelf a Prince bound Preſet of the 
up by the Laws, ſo much do:tb our Authority depend upon the Law : Pratorium. 
And mdeed it is ſurnewhat more than Empire and Sovereignty, to 
make the Govenment obedient and ſubje& 19 the Laws, and by this 
Elict, we do decree that whatſoever 1s not lawful for our Subjects, we 
do mvt pretend it to be to lawful for us ; this ſaying is not unworthy of 
the Confeſſor neither, for it was the Law of King Edward, named 
the Confeſſor, touching the Office of a King : That if a King fail im 
his duty, the Name of King is no ways conſiſtent with him. 

Now let us have recourſe to the Doctors of the Church of 
Rome, and Pope Zacharias delcrvedly leads the Van, who re» 
turncd this Anſwer to the French, conſulting him about Abdi- 
cating Chi/deric, aforcſaid 3 That a Prince was accountable to a Peo- 
ple, by 2:59/e favour he injoy'd the Crown, becauſe whatſoever be 
poſeſſeth, whether Power, Glory, Riches or Dignity, he muſt needs 
grant that he is beholden to the Commonaliy for the ſame; and 
that it was m the Peoples power both to conſtitute and appoin! a Ring 
over them, and alſo to abandon him. 

eAnaas Sylvins (ollows next, who was Secretary to the Coun» 
cil ot Baſil, and came afterwards to be Pope under the Name of 
Pious the 11. Fneas Sylvius puts two queries, The one is whctLer 
a Genzral Council bath Authority over the Popes the other, whether 
or no the Catholick Faith do enjoyn the _ of it, which two, faith -, Soho. 2 
he, when I ſhall have examined and ſtated, there will be no place geſti, ; 
for doubting afterwards ; but that the Pope ought to be ſubject to a Baſil. 1.1. f. ,, 
Genera! Council, the Reaſon produced before by the Biſh»p of Burgos = _— 
Hh excellently prove, {or a Pope is in the Church juſt as a King in pr > 
the Kingdom, mow to imagin that a King can ao more then the cjendarum 
whole Kingdom together were abſur'd, therefore the Pope ſhould not Priſtine 
have power to do more than the Church. Put like as Kings ſomes Ealtionts. 
times by reaſon of male Admimiſtration and exerciſing of Tyranny are 
rjetted, and by th: whole Kingdom excluded, even jo by the Church, 
that is ro (ay, by @ General Council, may the Pope, without all 
queſtion be cepoſed. 

Now let us hear what Thomas Aquinas, that Prince of the _ 
C..y ; wa as : | xr 10 24-28 gueſt, 
School-men, faith, I hen a Tyr amncal Government, Which 15 not 12. art. 22. 
ordered for common Good and Advantage, but for the private end 
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24-24 queſt.10. in that State, doth mot paſs for Sedition, the ſame Thomas lays it 


art. 1G, &©& 
qac/t. 12, 2" 


Foan. Gerſon 
edit. Paris 
1605. fo. 79. 
8. 7 ſequent, 
art. Prima 
Wrildss 


Sectnd, Verit. 


down for a certain and undeniable truth, that Principalities and 
Domimntons are not jure Divino, but deJure Humano. 

TFohn Gerſon (uccecds him in his Opinions, who was a Maſtcr 
of Arts of high Repute and Authority with the French, in a 
Sermon of his to the King, in the Nam? of the Univerſity of 
Paris, Even as, faith he, according to natural inſt intt, all the other 
Aembers expoſe themſelves for the Health and Safety of the Head, 
in ''ke manner ſhould it be in the Body politique with Loyal Suh- 
jet. in ref; of their Sovereign ; on the other ſide the Head ſhould 
guide and ./ +. t1e veſt of the Memvers, otberwiſe diſtraction would 
enſue, for : Head could not laſt long without the Body; this truth 
is poin! b1.,nh c.nitrary to thoſe who venture to aver, thourh er- 
roneeuſi;, t/'. the Lord doth not hold of, or i: obliged to his ſubjeQq 
in any 10.17 hatſoever, which is both againſt Divine Right and 
Natural Zquity, and the Truft repoſed in Dommion, for as the Sub: 
jet owes Faith and Allegiance, Service and Aſſitance to their 
Supreme Lord , ſo he m authority owes Faith and Aſſif ance to his 
Subjetts, One good turn requires another. According to ſome 
Deftors , the Sin of Lucifcr confifted in this, That he would 


fam have domincered and ruled over all cther Creatures, as God, 


without being obliged to protefi and defend, or do them any ſervice. 
Afrcrwards at the end of the Article, headds: And if fo be, the 
Lord do not deal faithfully with them as Subjetts, neither 2ill they 
treat him as their Lord, according to that anſwer returned by Dom - 
tius 0 @ certain Conſul, if ( laith he) you 11! not have me for a 
Senator, neither will I have you for a Conſul. 

The fame Author adds, As nothing can appear to corperal ſight 
more erucl or terrible, or more ts be avierred and avciiled, hea to 
behold a humane Body waſte it ſelf, c to tear it ſelf in pieces, or 0:ver- 
wiſe, in like manner it is nolejs cruelty to the Spiritual [ioht of reaſin, 
to behold the Parts of the Body politick to be divided ond perſccure 
one another, as a Sovereign his Suvjects, and there i; wm effect, a 
perſecertion in this, when they interfere and deprive owe anciher of ther 
Offices and Rights, for naturally every rhing depends and maintains 
its own right, and doth repel a violent Attion done to it, by wiotence, 
Vim vi rcpc!lere licet, tw lawfu; to give a Man as guid as by 
brings, hence it 38 maniſejt that they are in ty Wrow ), 2y140 tell 
Lords that ail :5 their own, and that they may do wi: they picaſe, 
and are uncoutronlavle and unaccountable if they c//ume and approprieie 
to themſelves without any juj# Title thereto, whatſoever appertains 
*0 the Subjeft . Put what's the meanin? of thi ', That VICICAC? can ds all 
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things and what will follow from thence ? why the ſame incomyenienst 
will follow, as if the Head ſhou!d attratl to it felf, all the Blood, 
Spirits, and Marrow, and Subſtance of all the other Members , 
and what would be the event of this , but that it muſt prove it's 
own ruin and defiruftion. Ard a little below that, adds, I confeſs 
I dont underſtand whence this error proceeded, for to aſſert this, 
would be tc cauſe Men tamely to ſubmit like Sheep, and ſt Superiors 
like ravening Walwes over them, or to let fly Kites amonoft Chickens. 

Like as Poyſon kills the himgn Body, ſo Tyranny 1s a Poyfon ana 
Miſchief that brings infallab!e ruin and deftruflion to not only the 
Body poluick, but to the Regal alſo ; For a Tyrant ho by hook or by 
crook approgriates all to his own advantage is wery unnatural, 
being manifeſtly contrary to Cryl Socicty, of which Arifiotle im the 
fifth Book of his Politicks hath ſpoken more at large, and may be 


comprized in this Diſtich. 


Pauca Sciant, de fe difidunt, fint & egeni, 
Sic rege ſubditos dire Tyrannc tuos. 
J 


A Tyrant would have his Subjects to know lutle, tro miſtruſ 
themſelves, and to be indigent; this 11 extreamly contrary to a right 
Regal Power , which chiefly aims at this, that Subjets ſhould be 
powerful wiſe and knowing, &c. for what worſe thing could the Peg» 
ples mortal enemy, or even the infernal , deviſe, then neceſſitate them t9 
be poor and divided; one would much rather chooſe to be without a 
Prince, than have ſuch a one, as the Fable goes of the Frogs, who 
had a Scorficn for a King, that devoured them all, Ard yet a little 
further, againwe conclude, ſaith he, that if the Head, or any other 
Member Civil State ſhould chance to = into ſuch an inconcent- 


ence, as to deſire to lick up this dea 


oyſon of Tyranny, each 


h 
Member in its particular Station , Pould uſe his outmoſt endeavour to 
prevent and obviate the ſame by all expedients convenient! to that 
purpcſe. And alittle further, And therefore the Perſon 10 abuſeth 


it, meaning the Power aforementioned, 15rightly ſerved, if he be d:+ 
wv.fted of it. Wherefore it is plain thiſe Men who preſume to lead 
their King or Prince into ſo foul an Error, or into a condition of 


Tyranny, deceive them and ave their yery Enemies. 


The ſame Author in his Ten Conſiderations againli Flatterers 
ot Princes, faith, It is a miſtake to ſay that a Prince is nothins 


beholding to his Subjett during his Reign, becauſe it is agreeable as well 
to Drvine Right as to natural Equity and Juſtice, and alſo to the 
chief Intent ond Deſion of Dominion, that as the Subjetts are to yeild 
Feaity, Aſjisfance by Taxes, or otherwiſe, and homage ty the 
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Lord, ſo likewiſe the Lord on his part ows faith and prote&ion. 
Nay, aud if ſo be, the Prince in an obſtinate manner perſiſt in bi; 
wronging and perſecuting them de fa&to, then this natural rule is Vim 
vi repcllere licet holds good and takes place,as does that of Seneca in 
his Trazcdies a!ſo, Nulla adeo grata cfi victima quam Tyrannus ; 
Ar theend of this Conſideration, he yet adds, therefore Kings, 
who im an Arbitrary manner, exad ſuch grievances call them their 
Rights, no otherwiſe than the Pagan [dv!s are called Gods, 'not be- 
cauſe they are indeed ſo, but becauſe they are called ſo by them, 
Thus far the Chancellor of the Univerſi:y of Pars, then 
which nothing could have been ſpoken more pithily and ele- 
gantly, or more ſcaſonably to cur preſent purpoſe, indeed it 
concerns both Pcople and Princes,that K ings (hould be good pro- 
ficients in the School of ſo great a Maſter. There is one Man 

whom all Europe knows is but a poor Scholler in it, 
In his Treatiſe Now let that famous civil Lawyer Bartoles come out and 
- - was ſpcak his mind, Tr is a juſt Canſe, faith he, that would have a 
tyrannical Government laid aſide, and as a juſt cauſe that is for a 

guſt Regiment. 
Some later Writers bring up the Rear Be!larm. Peron. Franciſc. 
Torrenſis and Hen. Holden. To ſuffer, faith the tirti, an Heretical or 
a pagan infide] King, endeavouring to bring Men over to his Set, 
Bellermin. in 1t is to expoſe Religion to evident danger ; and Chriſtians are not 
Exca fat. Bar obliged, nor ought to tollerate a King that is an Infidel hen Reli- 
— 2210 gion lies at ſtake, for when Divine Right ſeems to claſh with the 
"i Human, then indeed we muſ? ſtick faſt to the Divine Right omite 
ting the other, hut now it is of Divine Rigot to maintain and 
preſerve Religion and Faith, which 1s but one only and not many, 
| but it is of Human Right to have (nch, or ſucy an one for King. 

— 3 The ſame Author in another place thus delivers himielt, For 
tas albeit, we ought to give obedience to a King, whilſt he is a 
King ; yet it is no: jure Divino, that we ſhould met abrogate 
er change the Conſtitutions of a Kingdom, nor d:prive a King 
of it let him do what he will, And again, I taught you but jusf 
row, that when we have once this or that King ſet over us, we 
are bound to obey him jure Divino ſo long as he [its upon che Throne, 
but that it was not de jure Divino, that he ſhouts a/way:, ſo long 
as he lrues, (it on the Regal Throne, for it may ſo come to paſs, 
that either he himſelf may Abdicate his Regal Power, or may be 
brought low, being overcome by ſome other King, or may be 
depcſed upon ſome other account, as for Hereſie or the like, now by 
what means ſoever bs. ceaſeth to be King, obedience and humage 
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likewiſe ceaſeth to be due to him : A Man would ſwear Bellermin 
had written theſe things on purpole againſt King Fames's ca'c- 
Peronins cones next, who in a Speech of his he made to the 
States General at Blois, maintains ſiifly that a King may be 
diſcharged trom his Office, bur, as well became a Parafitz of the 
Pope, he leaves this Game to be played by him, and not by the 
People whom he terms the Beaſt with many Heads, as it a Gene» 
ral Counci!, in whoſe power it is to depole a Pope, ever. by the 
Contcilioa of the Aﬀertors of pontitical Tyranny, were not quite 
as much a Reaft with many Heads as the States General. 


Torenfis alſo infilting upon the ſame Principles with Bel:ermin, Terrenſee. d: 
ſaith, He tht holds that the Authority of the Church is greater then ſum. Punit 


that of a Pope, ſeems to me to mean nothing elſe but that the King of 
the Church, whoſe Regal Power is derived not from the Human 
Law, as is that of a ſecular King, but from the Divine Law, d 16 
not at all diſſer from a ſecular King, who if he proves trouvleſom 


and peſti'ent, and a Tyrant may be depoſed by the Subject. 


To both theſe atorclaid, doth Henry Holden a Doctor of the qv. t4v;s, 
Sorbon (ubſcribe, in a Book he ventured to publith at Paris, The fidei. l. x. c. g. 


ſhort and long of it is, faith he , conſidering that all Society co 
mence h from contratts and covenants entered mto between the Feople 
and the Sovereign Power, of which Government and Diſcipline, Laws 
and Rules interchangeably ratified and agreed upon by mutual conſent, 
are the Foundation of the Society: or Community, as well as the 
Form and Life of it manifeſt it is, that if Supream Authority 
hall command any thing oppugnant and contrary to the Laws, ar 
having a deſign tocreft an Abſo/ute an Arbitrary Power.ſhall [ay tice 
pro ratione voſuntas, my will ſhall ſtand for a Law, by that wery 
toing his Subjetts are iplo tatto freed aud exempted from their 
ovedience to (uch an ones Orders and Declarations. What hath been 
hitherto ſaid concerning non Obedicnce, may be al/o transfer d ty open 
Riſirtance; for upon the [ame account that Subjects are diſpenſed 
from paying Obedience and S:rwice to a Ruler, by the ſame right 
i maybe law!ul for them to reſiſt and withstand the ſame Gavern- 
went; for when the Emperor or King ſhall exceed and go beyond the 
I:rits and bounds of his Pozeer, and (all deſign to force things upen 
hrs Subjects, and compel and conſtrain them to wicked and unjuj? 
things con:rar; t9 divine, natural, and human Laws, it is evident 
from the Prem'(jes that is may be, and is lawful for Subjetts in 
ſuch Circumſtances by the Law of Nature, by all ways and means 
they can bethink themſelves of, to ſtand upon their guard for ther 
own defence, yea, an ſome; unes perhaps do lye under an obliga::0n 


Jo ty dos 
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I ſhould diſert and be wanting to my Cauſe, ſhould 
I omit on this occaſion the Teſtimony of grave Didacus Sawedya 
Faxardas Plenipotentiary of the Houſe of Burgundy, who ac- 
quitted himſclf with fo much Applauſe in thoſe ſeveral Ambaſ. 
ti:5s he undertcok for Ph:lip the IV. whoſe words are the more 
conſpict ous ard remarkable, for that they were written for the 
Education of Chazles the IT. reigning at this day in Spain, they 
run thus, Let the Prince know and acknorwiedre the nature of þt 
power allo, ror let him look upon it (0 Supream and Abſolute, but 
ih 1t ſore par? thereof at leaſt reſides in the people, whic2 at the 
frſ? rheyhetteither a mind to reſerve ts them(clues, or elje natural 
rc ſon did ovant it to them for their 029n preſervation and arjence, 
egainſt the unjuft ard manifeſt Tyranny of the Prince. Good Princes 
do not take it much amiſs that therr Subjetts ſhould enjoy ſome ſort 
of Free lom or other, none but Tyrants exerciſe Ab/olute Porver in 
Government, the Weifare and Proſperity of the Publick, ariſeth out 
of ihe duc mixture and temperament of pivick Liverty accompanied 
with the Princes Authority, and is thereby mainly ſecured ; not a 
prrifſant Prince, but a juſt upright Prince is the [feſt , nay,and henevor 
lojeth any thing in bis Government, who does not wiolate and in. 
fring the Priviledges of the Subject, beſides*tis the part of a prudent 
Prince to grant and concede the free enjoyment of his Subjects Rights 
and Priviledges, eſpeciz!'y when nothing of 1he Prince's Authority 
ts loſt by ſuch conceſſion, which, then only ſuffers ſome damage when he 
goes abon! to cozen and bereave Subjetts of their Priviledges : may 
it ſuffice a Prince to leave that Crown he received from his Anceſtors 
@s be fonnd it. 
Bezan in con= Paper and Ink would fail mie, ſhould I endeavour to trace 
rover Argl. p. all thote who were plitive in the opinion and have aficnted 
120. Fat. thereto, eſpecially th:m of Loyala's Tribe, thoſe Becanur's 
mim. Joan. . -47 Wha 
bir 1£12, Marianaes and Swareze;,niy,and the whole Gang of the Regicides, 
Marin. 1.1. de 1 forbcar to name, as being the proteit Enemies of Kiogs, and 
mmjiirat. Regis conſequently unhit tor Witnedles in this Matter. 
S 6, f | The courtccus Reader may ecafily pardon me too, though ] 
Synar. deſen. h , 
tidei Cathilic, Thould not ſummon in the Doctors of the Reformed Church as 
132. c.3. & Witneſſes of this Truth, whoare the rather to be contided in, 
lib. 6, C. + as being, greater Divines,and more happily verſed in Sacred Writ 
then the Papilis be, Yet ſzeing that this Intent of ours is uſual- 
ly obje&tcd and charged upon the Reformed as peculiar to them, 
| ſuppoſed it will be my chief buſincls clearly to evince this, to be 
not only the mind and ſuffrage of one Nation, of one Religion 
ard Perſwation ; but of all Chriſtians, yea, and of all Mankind 
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in general 3 but that the Reformed did countenance this Opini- 
on, the more noble part of the Chriſtian World may convince 
us, which did not ſuffer Power to opprefs and bezr down 
Religion by the Tyranny of Idolatry an1 Superſtition. What 
is ſpoken of the Reformed in general, is not micant of every 
one in particular, for Iam not ignorant that there are a great 
many ta be found amongſt them, either too much addicted to 
Tyrants, or elſe living under Tyranrts being timcrous, 
have taughe the quite contrary to this our Sentiment, even as 
aniongit the Papitis, there is not wanting a good many Slaves 
of Tyrants, becauſe it is the main D:fign of the Rc- 
man Church, to ſubdue and captivate Man to Man, arid not to 
Chrilts 


GHAP. II. 


Wherein by Arguments brought from the Law of Nature and of 
Nations is evinced, that there is no ſuch thing as Avſolute Power. 


E have produced but too many illuſtrious Examples, and 

grave weighty determinations to overthrow the Abſolute 

Power ot Princes, yet peradventure, ſome may defire that we 

would impugn «rd oppoſc it by Arguments deduced from the 

Law of Nature and Nations we ſhall not think much to gra- 

tihe their requcit, for there is a vaſt company of Arguments do 

continually flow from the very Fountains of Nature it fcit, 

wherewith as by ſo many battering, Rams, the ſtrong hold uf 
Tyranny may be battercd and levelled with the Ground. 

fe might perhaps fiand us vpon in this place, to cnter upon a 
Difcourſe concerning the Rile and Origin of Powers, but fince, 
that is ſolong ard tedious confidering, our preſent dclrgn, we are 
willing to leave that task to your Civiliars; it will ſerve our 
turn to have only touched curforily upon fome of the chict 
Points which condiuce to our purpoſe, 

'Tis belicved by all true Chriftians, that if Adam had figol 
and pcrfcvcred in his primitive Integrity, his Polterity would 
never have liocd in necd cither of Laws or of Magitirac/; Man 
b:inz of undlamabl: lite and vprighe converſation, would have 
been a Law to tm. lf, and would have acknowledged no Govern» 
ment, but ta! of realon only, Amongſt Perſons perſcctly equa}, 
Human Nature would not have fenlibly perceived any out- 
ward Ge verament, but that of Parcnts of their Children, _ 
raac 
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that too, but untilthe Aye of Diſcretion, and their being capa» 
ble of reaſon, but as ſoon as ever reaſon became impared and 
quite debilitated by fin, like a Coach-man jolted from his Box, 
it tcing no longer able to hold the Reins 3 then the affections 
ard pailions of the mind, like fo many wild Horſes whoſe guide 
was in:ifling, bzgun to play their Pranks, and diford:rly to bz 
Lerry'd up and down , ticn the human Charice taking no 
netice of curb or check, would have bcea apt to rulht upon Prec:- 

ices, when the Almighty commilcrating Mans cal:, ſurrounded 
and hc&ged him about with Laws, and applycd a Magiſtracy 
over him, that might be able to bridle and reltrain thc irregu- 
larity of his paſſioas, and the ex2tbirancy of his AﬀecEtions and 
A ppctitcs, which was to cooduct him in that way which was 
thewn himzin it. Hence it appears, that Laws and Magiltracy 
arc the Fruits and Conſcquencics of Sin, | 

From whence it is v&uſcrvable, firſt of all that Abſolute Power 
cannot demard or claim: any Aid or Aflittznce trom the Law 
of Nature, for it was rot Nature that created Kings, but the 
1.utual Conſent of Men, for it is very idie and frivilous which 
{me pratcs of, a kirdut reſamblance and auunibiation of Kingly 
Power in brute Creaturcs; now that ſomie of them ſcem ty 
rule over other of the ſame Hpecics, that rule, be it what it will, 
i5 no m.orc but a Piivilcdge of the Sex, not of the Lndividuum : 
for example. the Bull ſeems to bear rule over the Cows, tho' 
r.0t over the Bulls, with whom he often crys a touch for Ma- 
{cry > the Ram fcems to over-rule the Sheep, but not the Ran:s 
with whom he (cldom tails to be at odds, and fo tor the ret, 
Morcover, Abſolute Sway doth ſcem to me diametrically oppo+ 
lite tothe Law of Nature, for as Fuſftimian witneſſceth all Men 
by the Law of Nature are irece-born, therefore they arc their own, 
and not anothcr mans. 

Now if any imgin he bath hit the Nail on the Head, if he ſay 
Abſolute Power is an Appcndix of Sin, and annext to it, by the 
occaſion ot which Human Natuce is brought into bondazc, tru- 
ly mcthinks ſuch an vnc never weighed the Matter contideratcly 
cnough, true it is indced, that fince Sin, the cauſe of all mil. 
chcit and (crvitude, crept into the World, Human Nature hath 
been brought into bondpe, but it is to tia and death, not to 
incn. Nether will I deny, but that Kingly Power, as allo all 
\Tagiltracy is the Appendix and cfi.ct ot Sin, for I have fo 
tiatcd the bufincls betore, but nothing can be infcried from 
thence, which may in the leaſt favour Ab.olute Power for {ectag 
ti.c 


in the Caſe of King JAMES. 
the whole Human Nature is contaminated and polluted, and 
even over-run with fin ; Princes themſelves, as Men, arc born 
Servants to fin, and are the Vaſſals of death as well as the 
meaneſt Peaſants, all mens conditions upon that ſcore are cqua]), 
whence any one may cafily infer that by the Law of Natur? 
whether intire, or lapſed, no right can be aſcribed to one Man 
over another, abating che righe that Parents have over thei: 


Children, . 

[I.Nor can Abſolute Power call any thing more to back and aflift jt out of! 
Law of Narions, becauſe the Law of Narnons is in a manner common #0 al o7 
moſt Nations. Now not all in general, (nay, not the moſt civilized and poiir: 
Nations, )do obey Kings, for they who do acknowledge Government, do nor 
uſe it alike afrer the ſame manner, as is manifeſt from the various Conſtiru- 
tions and Models of Kingdoms. Amongſt thoſe who approach neareſt r9 Abio- 
lute Power, if they be narrowly ſifred and examined, they will be tound t5 
diſcard and defiroy Abſolute Power; nor indecd are we to pals by 19 filence, 
thar the firſt Form of Government: inſtituted by God himſelf immediately was 
abſolutely Democrarical or Ariſtocratical, wherefore irs very plain and evident 
alſo, that Abſolute Power and Dominion is quite cont-ary to the Law of Nati- 
ons, as never having been ordained any where that we can learn, There remains 
full che Civil Law, under which it may ſeem to ſeek ſhelter and borrow pa- 
tronage 3 bur now what that Law is that juſtſes our and deſtroys the Law of 
py and Nations, I cannot conceive, unleſs it be plain down-right diſhoneſty 
and 1njury. 

FI. If Abſolute Power were allowed upon Earth, then the right of God, 
the moſt juſt Creatour and wiſe Governour of all things, would nor differ 
about temporals intenſione as they term ir, but extenſione, from that created 
power, which is for the moſt part blinded by coverouſneſs, which is moſt 
impiovus to think. 

IV. The whole is bigger then irs parts, and-a Prince is but a part of a Common- 
wealth, Erge the Common-wealth 1s greater than the Prince : This demonſtra- 
tion is ſtrongly backt from rhe conſideration, that a Common-wealth 1s a whole, 
ſtanding in need of a Prince nec ad efſe,nec ad bene eſſe.,ſed tantum ad melius neither 
as to 1ts being,nor well-being,bur only to 1rs better being ; now when a Common- 
wealth is well and cannot be better; none but a perfe&t ſlave ro Tyrants 
will deny, bur that ir highly concerns the Common-wealth to look abvuur them 
and provide for their ſafety. 

V. Ir js confeſt by all hands, that Laws were cnaQted for the reſtraining of 
Mens 1nordinate Lpſts and Defires, whence it is moſt clear that whatſoever 
power rends ro the favouring Man's coverous Deſires is alrogerher an unlaw- 
ſul power ; as modern experience that! may not rake into the records of 
Anriquity ſufficiemly makes out: It is an innate diſpoſnion incident t» Men, 
(they are Lipſins his expreſſion.) to be inſolent and immoderate in Government, 
nur is it an eaſie matter to hep within compaſs a thing which is unbounded. 
Bur now Abſolute Power doth favour the unruly defires of Princes, therefore is 
volawful. » 

Vi. All power is ordained by God for the benefit of Sociery,now Abſolute 
Power js the Calamity, bane and deſtrution of Soctery, therefore it is nor 
ordained of God. 


Lipſ.de Conſt an. 
Ld. 2, Cap.2 3+ 


VII. Wharſoever derives irs beginning from another, 1s to be ſubjeR and - 


Gubordinate to thar, to which it ows its beginning, eſpecially in —_— 
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but Regal Power derives its riſe and beginning from the People, therefore 
ought Regal Power to be;ſubjeR to, and depen a—_ the People ; © the ufual 
Anſwer to this Argument is, that the firſt Propoficion is not always true» as 


_ for example, that the "_ is eleFed by the Cardinals, yer is' he not ſubjeR to 


them afrer his Ele2jon ; but this anſwer is vain and nothing at all co the pur- 
poſe, fer the Cardicals in the Ele&ion of the Pope do repreſent the whole 
Church together, wvhich conſcrred this Truſt and Charge upon them, ard after 
they have once acquitred themſelves of it,they are no longer the Repreſentives of 
the Perſon of the Church, the Church it felf ever remains ſuperiour to the 
Pape, aid at ſuch time as ſhe rhinks good to lay down the Authority of a Pope, 
ſhe may commir it to the Cardinals ; bur that Regal Power draws its origin 
from the People, if the buſineſs needed proving, it might be, wichour 
much ado, demonſtrated from the very Coronation of the French Kings. 
For aſter this manner doth the Archbiſhop ſpeak to him when he anoints him, 
Maintain that State and Dignity in which you are placed t1 ſucceed your Father, by the 
Law »f Inheritance, by dine Providence, by our preſent delivering it to you. 

VII. Befi-les there was ever a great difterence between Subjetts and Servants, 
Subjects are always looked upon In the Scripture as Sons and Brethren, bur 
Serv inits are accounted as the vileſt and moſt abjze& of Merrals, now then if 
you aſcribe Abſolute Power to Princes, this difference and diſtintion would 
be quite ourof doors, becauſe the Power of Lords over Servants cannot be 
greater then Abſolute, nay, and SubjeRts would be in a much worſe condition 
then Servarits, for as much as the Power of Lords over Servants cannor be cal- 
led Abſolute, If the Authority of Fuftinian the Emperour may be of any 
moment in thi; matter z But at this time, fauh he, it ſhall nt be lawful for any 
Man whatſoever within our Empire, without ſome cauſe approved of by the Laws, t9 
exerciſe - any unreaſonable exceſſive cruelty upon hts Servants ;, for by tbe order of 
Anroninus, whoſoever ſhalt ſlay his Servant without cauſe, ſhall have no leſs puniſh» 
ment inflifted on him then if he bad killed anther mans, but even t10 great and ex- 
trarrdinary ſharpneſs and auſterity of Lords and Maſters, was reftrained by th» 
Order of the afireſaid Prince, for Anzoninus being conſulted by ſome Governouy s of 
Provinces about ſuch Servants wh? took refuge in the Temple, or fled to the Statue 
of the Prince, gave order that if the cruelty of Lords and Maſters ſhould appear in- 
tollerable, that they ſhruld be compelled ro ſell their Servants, upon good Conditiong, 
and the price tn be given to the Maſters, and all the reaſon in the World ,, for it is 
expedient for the Common-wealththat none make 11 uſe of what he hath; The words of 
this Extract (cnt ro Alius Martianus are theſe,the Power and Authority of Lords over 
Servants ought to be jft and blameleſs nor ought any Perſon whatſnever to be defrauded 
of bis right,but it mightily concerns Maſters, to ſee that redrejs be nt denied to thoſe 
who ſhall lawfully require it for hardſhips, hunger, thirft, «r intsllerable injury. 
M. Antoninus ſeems in theſe Clauſes to Counſel and Advice Servants and SubjeRs 
xo rake their parts againſt Tyrants; * Wherefore take cogniſance of the Com- 
« plaints of thoſe of the Family of Julius and Sabinus,vlio have fled for Refuge 
ro the Sacred Statue,and in caſc they be either more hardly uſed and intreated 
© then juſtice requires, oref you ſhall judge them ignominouſly wronged and 
© abuſcd ; werire jube, cauſe them to be ſold, fo that they may never any more 
« fall into their Lords clutches, and if he ſhall prove to a&t otherwiſe then 
* becomes a ſubjeR,and ſhall not ſubmit to this my Ordinance,|crt him underſtand 
© chat 1 (hall execute the ſeverity of the Law againſt him for ſuch a default. This 
conſticurion of the, Emperors doth alrogether correſpond with the Law of Gecd, 
by which 1t is commanded, that if any one ſhall deprive a ' Man-ſervant or 
a Maid-ſcrvant of one Lye, yea, or but of a Tooth, then he ſhall be forced to 
grant them their liberty, Exod. 21, 25, 27+ 
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God likewiſe commands that if any one induced by Poverty, fſha'l (ell him- 
(If, he ſhall not be reckoned as a d Scrvant, but as an hired Servant 
znd a Sojourner, he was to ſerve till the Year of Jubile, and then wo depart 
both he and his Children with him, he ſhall return to che Poſſeſſion of his Fa- 
thers, he ard his Children, for they are my Servants which 1 brought forth 
our of the Land of #zypr, they ſhall not be fold as Bonds-men, Thou ſhalt noc 
rulc over them with r1gour, but ſhale fear thy God, You fee that for ſome cerrain 
reaſons, thart is to ſay. for cruelty, for hunger, or upon the account of infut- 


- ferable wrongs, that Servants miglit by Gods appotntment, and by che Emperors 


- 


Conſtitutions, which hve now the force of Laws,be exempred from their Maſters 
commands and injuntions. Why may not then Subjefts be withdrawn from, 
and di{penied of their dury ro Princes unfic rover fway ? : 

From the Second Book alfo of the Frefs or Feudarier, Tit, 25. $. it appears, 
that the Lord 1s no lels capable to commir an a& of Treaſon againſt the 
Vailal, chan 1s the Vaſſal agataſt che Lord, which if it ſhall fo happen, the 
Lord loferh ail his right over the Vaſlal; no, nor is that Power of Fathers over 
Sons Abſolure ncirher,though it be founded upon the Law of Nature, for a Son 
Is diſcharged from the Dury'to a Farther,that with cruelry,and beyond all reaion 
miſuſcth him, or if the Father ſhall chundcr out diſinheritance againſt the 
Son, the Laws ſhall carefully inquire into the occaſions. of difinheriting, and 
1f 1t be upon fight Grounds or unadviſcdly done, that difinheritivg ſhall be 
lookt upon as null and of none cfed. 

Laſt of all, if all SubjeAs be bur Seryants, whar becomes of Peers, with- 
cut whom a King cannot try a Peer, but if the King hath need of Peers in 
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paſting Sencence, by Votes, whar fignifies your A btolute Power ; rruly I am Antonin. was a0 
even aſhamed of rhoſc Perſons, who protefiing themſelves Chriſtians, have a Heathen. 


Nighrer opinion of Humanity then the Heachens have. 


[tis raken for granted amongſt all the afſerrers and mainrainers of Abſolute Grot de jure 
Power by Barklay, Grotius, yea, and by Salmatius the moſt daring and boldeſt bell: & par. 1.t. 
of them all, that the People did nor part with, or make over all their right to c.4- n. 7. 
the Prince ; #s for example, they did nor transfer all their right of chufing San. eap. 5. 


to himſelf a Succeſſor, in caſe the whole Royal Family be extin&. Salmatins 
himſelf agrees with us 1n this matter, Where the Seed of the Royal Line, faith 
he, 71 hereditary Kingdoms is quite extinf, in ſuch caſe the Power returns to the 
Perple, 12 whim it may be lawful afterwards, to confer the lihe Government upon 
enter Perſon, or change it into anther form, neither did the People grant to the 
King the right of Allienating the Crown, or mabing it belong to anthers Dominion, 
end that for the pulli:h Good and Advantage, for fear leaſt ſame Stranger or other un- 
fit Perſon ſhould be ſet over the People. 

Charles the VI. is a pregnane example of this, who, at ſuch time 
as he abandoned Charles the VIE his Son, and declared and appointed 
Henry King of England his Son-in- Lai Heir to the Crown, thts difowning and 
grant was judged by the 7cople of France of none cti:&, and exploded ; and 
{o Charles the VIT, was again fully reſtored to his Crawn and Dignity. 
Fran'is the Fi;ſt alſo «ffords us a notable Inſtance of this ſame, that a Kirg 
canaot warrant his aliznatng ts Dommon of the Crown, or mike it de- 
prod on anzothers jurifd' ton, who, atrer he had redeemed Hhinwelt cuc 
of Cabriviey, wiercin te was kept by Charles the V. at the expence cf ſeve- 
ral Frovinces, the Pcople of France did fiiffly maintain that it was not in the 
ſ{ ngs Power to ahcnate the Dommion, (as they called ir) wherefore when the 
Salus papuli, or pyblick_ welfare 15 1n Jecpardy, the People ever reſerved to 
themſelves rhe Riglit and Power of defcading it, and by all ways and means 
of furthering an1 advancing ir, 
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Gr2t. ut ſupra, MX. Here comes miny more ſtill who ſhall be witneſſes agrinſt themſelves, for 
He reckons ſe- they ſay, That pur the Caſe the King turn a common Enemy he 
v<n cauies why ma1y not he removed from the Throne, and thus ſpeaks Salmatins, 7 ſo be 
he mav be xe- ot 4 an byNile mind, he be fully bent upon the utter unding of his Kingdom, he 
moved from doth thereupon ipſo fato, bſe his right to it indeed, and may be juſtly forſaken by 
the Throne bis People ; now he doth then, b:come an open Enemy, when he doth not only ſhed his 
Salm. c. 59, Peoples Blood right or wrong, but wh:n be fuppreſſerh Religion, commits Aduliery 
Þs 24+ with other Mens Wrver, d:flywrs Virgins, ſetreth and appropriates to himfelf 
Mens Eftates, breaks bis wvd, does abrogate and diſannul Priviledges and Char-- 
ters, and every where ſhew:th himſelf a contemner of divine and human Laws; for 
the Ti uth is, Thieves, Clippers and Coyner s, Whyye-Mafters, and perjured Perſons 
are m leſs Felans, and d1 m2 leſs deſerve condign puniſhment and death, then High- 
way-men and Murtherers, and ro ſpeak freely, there are but a few practical 
Tvrants that are not guilty of all rheſe wicked Miſdemeanors. 

X1. All Chriſtian Princes who are inclined and adhere to the Reman Church, 
—- do profeſs themſelves ſubje& therero+ in matters relating to Faith and Good 
Ft q- = Manners; aad ſo do the two Councils of Comftans and Baſil! injoyn, Where- 

yh. U2. #92 fore when thcy commit ary heinous Offence againſt Faith and Good 
bs Manners, ns boy q eftions hut that the Church may proceed againſt them 

by Excommunicarion, bur- if deſpifing a lefſer Excom: unication, they ſhall 
grow hardaed in their wi-kednefs,let them be ſtruck with rhe Thunder-bo!r of 
a greater, which differs from depoſition, or final relittion, only m term of 
time , and in lengrh, if they do not appeaſe the wrath of their Judge by re- 
penrance and amendment,it then may end in exterpation and depoirrion. Hiſtory 
(upplies us with ſo many examples of this Nature, that who fo _ to 
have them produced, ſhews himſelf but an 1gnoramus in ancient Records ; who 
knows not that Herry the IV. King of France could never be acknowledged, till 
(his Ambaſſador being beater with a Stick by rhe Pope's own Hands_) he had 
expi»red,and was puniſhed for his Hereſie as they ſuppoſe; who can be 1gnoranc 
thar Philip the Auguſt for his repudiating 1/emburga his Conſort, and taking 
to Wife Mary Aznes had very like to have loſt his Crown and Dignity ;, if any 
wou'd be certified how far the greater Excommunication may proceed, let 
kim have recourſe to Philip the Auguſt, wherein he may alſo meer with the 
Story of John Sans terre, menrioned before, nay, and did not St. Germain 
Biſhop of Paris, whoſe Authority came far ſhort of that of the Pope, in- 
ibhes Urſparg. fit the penalty of Excommunication upon Sigiſbert King of Auſtravia ? what's 
Chron. p. 45. the reaſon then, why the Stares of the Realm (amongſt whom is to be found 
very many learned in the Law of Nature and of Nations) may not turn out and 
depoſe a convicted and incorrigible, refraftory _ : eſpecially fince a fault 
may he more deſcerned in Temporals then Spirituals, and ſeeing that it 
ſpreads it (clf with more dangerous conſequences amongſt rhe People, and 
that the Tyranny of a Prince does them much more harm then his Herefie, 

X1[f, The imperial Dignity without all difpure is greater then the Regal, for 
2n Emperor can create Kings, bur, to create an Emperor was never the Power 
of any King, thar was always left to the People, as their bufinefs only; bur 

: A now the Emperor, how high ſorver his Dignity be, pays homage to the Em- 
Lewas of pire, why then mzy nota King do the like to a Kingdom? the Empire may 
Bavaria, varrant their not ianding by an unfir Emperor with their Lives and Forruncs- 
Wince/laus even by the Laivs, which falls out ever and anon : Why may not then a King- 
wd others. dom forſake and dethrone a King unfit for ruling, 

X11. Again, Abſolute Power fers the Door wide open nor only to the difor- 
dweily. Vices of Princes, but alſo of rhe People 5 becauſe Regis ad exemplam 
tus romponitar or bis, every one- ſtrives to follow- the Faſhion: ar Court, we 

read 


Cn. Conſtan 


in the Caſe of King JAMES. 
read of Cambyſes, that when he was acquainted by fome debauched Hlat- 
terers chat there was a certaſn Law, which gave |cave to the King, to do what 
he lifted ; marcied his own Siſter, and afrer that, did allow of ſuch kind 
of marriages to wipe off the ſcanda), and appearance of Sin: and it is nur {0 
long ag, ſince we ſaw, the Husband (of a Wife debauched by the King.) 9 
debanch and ſteal away the Wife of another from her Husband, and al that 
comived at r09, by reaſon of the King's ill example. So that we ſee thar 
the fear of Goi's Law is not enough to reſtrain and bridle the King's luſts and 
_ affe&tions, for frequent. experience tells us, that it is nor at all (ul- 
cnt. 
Tam facile oy pronum eft Suprras contemnere teſtes 
St mortalis Idem nemo Sciat. 


So eaſily Men with the Gods make bold, 
When they alone behold the Sip we aR, 
No Mortal being witneſs to the Fatt, 


Except it be again and again inculcated to Princes, that God is pleaſed co 
make uſe of Men appointed on purpoſe ro vindicate and enforce his Laws in 
the World, for there is nothing more common with Princes then to think che 
greateſt Power, to be the greateſt Licenſe ro do what they pleaſe, as may be 
exemplified in Vortigerus King of England, who in the rage and heat of his 
Luſt eſpouſed his own Daughter. 

XIV. If Monarchical Government were Abſolute, it would be che lefs noble 
then the Democratical, for Democracy is the Dominion over Free-born Men, 
for it implies a contradiRion for a People inthe ſame r both to rule and 
obey; bur a Monarchy if ic be unlimited is the Tuling over Servants, 
bur now the Government over Freemen is a great deal more noblc, chen thac 
over Servants, even as the Authority and Power of a Father over his Son, 
dorh far excel the Power of a Maſter over his Slaves: It makes nor at all 
againſt us that God's Power over his Creatures is Abſolute, for I acknowledge 
that there can be no certain concluſion gathered from God to his People, 
by reaſon of the vaſt diſproportion and immenſiry berween his Nature and 
Power, and theirs. God cannot abuſe his Power; Moreover, God's Power 


Javenal 17. 
Sat. 13» 


Milton agamft 


Salmatius.. 


over inte]hgent Creatures freed from fin, which freedom is the only liberty .of 


intelligent Creatures, is nobler far, then the Daminton over Creatures fub- 
jc& tro fin, which is the perfe&t bondage of Creatures, and that I may ſpeak 
what I think, truly your Court-flatterers do pur a baſe Aﬀront upon Regal Au- 
tho-riry and mightily diſparage ir, when they have the confidence to make him 


paſs for a Tyrant ; not but that Monarchical Power, to ſay the truth, hath a - 


certain tranſcendent ſuperlative Excellency and u##goxlu above others, pro- 
vided it be tied up and regulated and owned by the Laws, which is not our 
preſent deſign to dive into or diſcuſs. It will fuffice in this place, to lay the 
Foundation and Superſtrufure of Monarchy or Regal Power, and withal to 
fortifie and defend it by overthrowing of Tyranny, and at the ſame time to 
demonſtrate that thoſe immoderarte cryers-fip of Regal Power, juſt like the 
Gyants of old, whilſt they aim at building their Tower too high, do endeavour 
ies dowr»fall, and ro be cruſht with 1ts ruins themſelves. 

XV. It we aliow Abſolute Power, it muſt be either jure Drvinoor jure Humane, 
but 1t is not by Divine Right, fince God Dewt. 19. maketh an everlaſting de- 
cree againſt rhe unbounded defires of Kings, which I ſuppoſe will not be much 
ami(s to ſer down in this place, When thin ſhalt come into the. Land which the 


Lord thy Gad gieet;) thee, and ſhalt poſſeſs it, and ſhalt dwell therein, and ſhalt (ay, 
| 4» 
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I will ſet a King over me libe as all the Nations that are about me : thi ſhak 
in any wiſe ſet him King over thee whom the Lord thy God ſhall choſe,one from among 
thy Brethren ſhalt thou ſet a King ever thee,theu may'ſt not ſet « Stranger over thee 
which is not thy Brother ; but be (hall not multiply Horſes ro himſelf, nar cauſe the 
Penple to return to Egypt te the end, that be ſbould multiply Horſes : Foraſmuch as the 
Lord hath ſaid 3e ſhall return no nnre that way, neither fhall be multiply Wree 1 to 
himſel{,that bis Heart turn not away, netther ſhall be greatly multiply ro brmſelf Stluer 
and Gold, and it ſhall be when he ſitteth upon the Throne «f his Kingdom,that be ſhall 
write him a Copy of this Law in a Book, out of that which is before the Prieſts and 
Levites, and it ſhall be with him, and he ſhall read therein all the days of bis Life : 
that he may learn to fear the Loyd his God , to brep all the words of this Law, ant 
ard theſe Statut:s ts ds them, that his Heart be not lifted up above bt; Brethren, 
and that he turn nit a ſide from the Commandements to the right Hand or to the (eſt , 
to the end that be may proleng his days in his Kingdom, he and bis Children in the 
midit of Ir .ae!. 

Pſalm. 2. 10. Be wiſe ni therefore O ye King, be inftruted O ye Judges of 
the Earth: Nor is R. gal Fower by Human Fight, Abſolute neither, for the 
practice and cuſtom of all Nations, as we already have plainly demonftrated, 
are point blank againſt ir ; beſides who can think People ſo mad and fenſcleſt, 
that when they may live abundantly more happy under the Goverr- 
ment of Kings, who are ſubjet and liable re Human Laws, than under thoſe 
who arc not regulated by the Laws, nor obſerve them, I ſay are they (@ fim- 
ple as to love and admire thoſe rather, who are found by experience to 
trample upon Laws. 

XVI. Never was there yet any Law cither Divine or Human, whereby the 
Abdicaticn of a Tyrgpt is prohibiced 3 if there be exrant any (ach char may 
lteem to ſpeak in thelr favour, thoſe relates parcicularly to their Life, and 
gor tothe Adminiſtration of their Government. On rhe other Hand, the pratice 
of turning out Kings, received in all Ages foregoing, and confirmed by 
frequent uſe, doth plainly argue that che publlick Safery and Welfare is by 
all manner of ways poſſivlero be defended and (ecur'd, and that one fingle 
Perſon ſhould nor be obey ed, at the coſt of indangering the whole Nation, 1s 
a Law I chink Nature ir ſelf hath enſtamped upon the Hearts of all Men 
whatſoever, gow where Divine Laws are filenr, who queſtions bur that Na- 
ere may be liſtened ro, as a Deity. 

XVII. Moching fo much argues the badncſt and wrongne's of the Cauſe, 
as tharche great Aﬀlertors are not confiſtant with rhemſelves, and do often 
ſhift Scenes, change and bep Principles as the Schools call ir, but theſe Pa- 
rzfites of Tyrants are not much ubhke that in Terence, mod) atunt, md» negent, 
ſomerimes they affirm it , by and by they deny ir, fomertmes, I ſay, they are 
for having Kings to receive their Power and Aurhoricy immediately from Ged 
alone, tumcrimes again, that indeed they owe it toGod, but by the help 
and afſiſtence of the People, - and that the People did fully and irrecove- 
rably mzke over and transfer all the right they had to them 3 rhen apain, 
they. will pauſe a while, and demur upon the Cafe,fomertimcs they n:2mmrain their 
Ground, and (peak out without more ai, bur ler them come to a concluſion, 
and ſpcak freely whether they would hivertie Government depend on God alone, 
or ©: the good-will and courtclic ct the People ; if they would have it depend on 
God aloneler them produce that Law of God,whereoy Abſolure Power 15 orc a'- 
ned; for we can ſhew them the quite contrary, It rhey-+ acknowledge the Pec- 
ples kindneſs ro have any hand 1n it, it doth extreamiy behove them to make 
out this p'ain and irrevocable transferring the Peoples Fight vpon them, which 
LICy never will be ab'lc to do ? 

XVIII. Regal 


in the Caſe of King Vi 
XVIH. Regal Right in all Nations is the (elf ſame 85 to its Riſe and Origin, 
if (ome Nations parted with more then they needed ts have done to their 
Princes, - that produced from their Il-bred diff | knowing 0© 
berrer, or from their want ef skill in thely own and the Natiens | Right. | 
will make ic clear co the meaneſt Capacity ; Regal Power ſometimes falls w 
a |cmale in ſome Nations; not excepting thoſe Nations that are reputed 
the moſt barbarous, whether It be, that the Adminiſtration of Government be 
incruſted with her under the Title of Queen, or Queen Regent ; but now it 
15 nonſenſe to think that the Power conferr'd vu a Woman by the Peopic 
is Abſolute, therefore it dorh wort ſtand with reaſon that it d belong 
rea King, neither indeed dorh the Regal Authoricy ſuffer any dinynution 
when it 1s devolved upon a Queen either by the King's death, or any other 
accident whatſoever. ; 
XIX.Thoſe amoregſt the pr do leaſt flatter and ſooth Papal Tyranny Amongſt 
do affert that the Pope is capable of doing as much in the Church, as a King can 1111.4, we 
do in the Kingdom, yet notwithſtanding they briskly maintain, that a General ,@1.,,, 7, 
Council is Superjour to a Pope, and may depoſe him ar will. But the Pandors &,, «,1 ang 
of the Whore of Babylon, who wonderfully exrols her Authority above that of j,,, ie. 
Kings, do not deny, but that a Pope may, and ought to be depoſed for Herelie : x 4p, Richer, 
Therefore according to all theſe DoRors a Tyrant may, ard ought to be depoſed, xj;.,, uu Pin. 
for that the Pope, whoſe authority 1s above, or at leaſt equal ro Regal Authority, an o any 
may, and ovghr, whenſoever he ſhall turn Hererick, be removed from holding hers. 
the Reigns of Church-Government. Add to theſe 
KX, That Authority is the greater, that performs the greateſt things, but gjjzr. pron, 
the Authority of the People creates both Kings and Emperors, but the Au- Tron; and 
thoricy of the King, cannot ſo much as create a King, in does the Peo» jv, Jeſuits, 
ples Authoriry, exceeds that of a King, 
XX1, Io ail Chriſtian Kingdoms there are certain Orders of Knighthood, by 
whach the moſt illuſtrious and renowned of the SubjeRs, together with the 
King, are uſually dignified and diſtinguiſhed ; the Sovercign of theſeſKnights 15 
the Prince , who is equally bound, and even takes an Oath ro obey the Sta- 
tuics of the Order, as well as the reſt of the Members of that Order, Now it 
the King in this Ceremony obliges humſelf by Oath, much more is he bound by 
that Oath he takes art his Coronation, becauſe this laſt Oath is abſolucely neceb- 
ſary, neceſſitate medii, by a neceſiity of the means, as they termir; withour 
which the King could not be King : But the other Ceremony depends meerly 
upon choice, and 1 an indiflerent Ceremony, having no Relation at all to the 
Regal Office, and}no ways beneficial to the Publique ; therefore the Coronation 
Oath 1s more Stritly and 1nviolably ro. be performed, and doth more firmly 
bind Princes, than doth the other. 
We look upon it as a needleſs piece of work, to 'diftinguiſh berween the 
Rights of one Kingdom and another ; 'ris all one, for there are but two Ori gi- 
nals of Kingly Power, viz. Force of Arms and Ele&ion ; Chriſtians are unac- 
quainted m Lots, the Heathens ſeldom, or never made ule of them ; if a King, 
win a Kingdom by force of Arms, yet for all that, he muſt not con» 
pel his Subje&ts to things unjuſt and contrary to the Law of Nature 
and of Nations , if he do force them upon ſuch things; why , then 
indeed, when occaſion ſerves , and when their ſirengrh permits, SubjeAts 
may have recourſe to their right of reducing the Kiog to his juſt Liniirs of 
Goverament, conformable to that celebrated Axiom , vim ut repellere licer. 
It w lawful to repel force by force, for what was taken away nolens wolens 
many alſo be recovered by force; if Ele&ion could take place, yet we ſhould 
have the betrer of it however, becauſe there ks no RieRion without Obligations 


and 
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and Conditions, whereunto 4s well Princes as People are to be equally bound 
and obliged ; both Nature and Religion do alike wilt and require it; For af- 
much as God himſelf (as we bat jaſt now hinted) hach bounded himſclf by his 
Promiſe, ſo ought a man, how eminent in verruous Qualifications (oever 
he may be to exerciſe Humane Dominion over other men, as by 00 means ro 
aſpire ro Divine Honours ; who finds himſelf no whir betrer than his Neigh- 
bours, and muſt not take too much upon him, nor ſo demean himlcif 

his fellow Creatures, as if he had artain'd ro a degree of Divine Perietion ; 
for men create Idols, but do not create Gods, The right of inheritance 
has no greater Right than the Law of Arms, or the Law of Ele&ion, be- 
cauſe a Succeffors Right and Power are entailed upon him by vertue of his 
Predecefſors; And Right is what the Subje& granted and yielded to, and 
not what Princes uſurped ro themſelves. A Prince 'tis true, by wwherirance 
obtains the right of raking upon himſelf the Government of the Common- 
wealrh, before any orher of rhe ſame Nation,but that Right dorh not procure for 
him,as | may fofavy, fo large a Power,and ſuperlative a Covernment above orhers ; 
for it was rot "4 intent and defign, when they honoured one Family with 
ch high Dignity, that it ſhould thereby become prejudicial and more rrou- 
hleſome to them, but rather thar they ſhould find the Family fo much 
che more gracious and bountiful!, by how much they had, upon ſeveral accounts, 
obliged it ro them : *Tis true indeed, it is Comewhar an hard task to alter che 
Form of Government, which are obtained by Inheritance, becauſe Regal 
Power in one Family by long poſſeſſion, and confirmed by cuftom, pleads pre- 
ſcription, yea, and hath muſtered up all irs Forces ro firengthen and uphold 
ws Dignity ; but notwithſtanding it doth not thereupon follow that by Law or 
Right, their Power is fuller or more valid , than if rhey were beholden ro E- 
le&ion for their Authority z in as much as it derived irs Pedegree and Original 
from the Peoples bare conceſſion. Ir is confefſed by all men, rhat the Almighty 
did our of a tender regard to his People, grant them the liberty of makn 
choice of what Form of Goreramine Gs thought moſt convenient, and mo 
ſuirable to their manner of living : It will be cherefore agreeable ro reaſon, to 
conclude, that God did alſo grant them the liberty of — the Govern- 
ment and Magiſtrates, as by themſelves ſo conflitured, eſpecially If they abuſed 
their Power, and (werved the true way conducing to the end ed, 
that 1s an happy and peaceable Life : For ſince Princes were ordamed for 
the bencfir and advantage of Civil Society, it 1s more ſuitable and correſpon- 
dent tothe Goodneſs and Wiſdom of , that Princes ſhould depend upon the 
People, who can never be wanting to themſelves, than that the People ſhould 
depend on Princes, who out of a certain innate Principle, incident © afl men 
iiving, being all for their own ends, and for what they can ger, ofrenrimes for- 
ger themſelves, and their Puty rowards the Common-wealth, and ipoyling all 
by forgerting the true end why they were (o highly promoted to thar ho- 
nour, make j!l improvement of rhe Regal Dignity, and of the end for which jt 
= been conferr*d upon them, uſe it for rheir own, and nor for the Publique 
Advantape. 


CHA P. Iv. 


Wherein is ſhewed, that there can be nothing gathered from the Old Teftament, that 
doth contr adit all theſe Argaments, nay, that doth net mightily ſlrengthen them. 


HF Patrons who ſtand up for Abſolute Power, do commonly appeal to rhe 
Sentence and Judgment of Sacred Wrir, and that with good reaſon, be- 


caulc 


in the Caſe of King JAMES 
cauſe Scripture is the Judge of all Controverfie, and is infallible, a moſt perfeR 
Rule, by the which Chriſtians are co ſquare every Conceprion of rheir Mind, 
and alſo their Life and Converſation : God forbid then that we ſhould deny ſuch 
a Judge, the diſcifion of rhis Point in debate. —_ | 
Our Adverſarics produce that remarkable known Paſſage in the Hiſtory of 

King Saul, che ſubſtance of which we thus comprize : The If aelirts now grown 
weary of the Government of Judges, uire a King of God, hke unto rhe 
Kings of other Nations ; they dog't forthwith obczin their defire, nor was it 
convenient they ſhould ; bue before God would comp'y with their requeſt, 
he forewarrs them by hi; Prophet Samuel, of thoſe things Rings would do, pre- 
tr OF contra officinm, beſides and contrary to their Duty, and not altogerher 
without precedent; yet Frm not far all that alter their mind ;, at length 
God wearicd by their improbrious Demands, granted them Saul for their King. 
I cannot imagine what advantage the Paraſites of Tyrants can infer from hence, 
thar can in any wiſe juſlifie and aughorize their Cauſe : Safmaſiur is nor aſha- +, , 9.43 
med co aſſert, that by thoſe Admonirions, whereby he tried to reduce them to 44, 45 _— 
be:ter obedience, and to reclaim them from their crronious Practices, tro a © 0 ___ 
ſound mind, did intimate and point at Regal Power, which was not known to 
the Iſraelites: As if God ſhoull ordain the immoral and irregular Luſts of Princes 
to b&&the Standard of governing; and had a mind that they ſhould be exempted 
frm his Law, and unzccountable for whar they did ; To what purpoſe did he 
then eſtabl ſha proper and p«culiar La's for Kings, as we deſcribed before ? by 
which tl aw they were commanded to have Myes's Law near them, to apply 
themſelves carcfully tothe learning of it, to turn it over and over agnn conti- 
nually ; and to that intent it came to wp Samuel delivered the Law written to 
Saul, then choſ-n to be King, which he punRually obſerved, threarning him no 
Ic than he did che People, wich utter deſtruRion, if he ſhould depars from tt : 
For he ſpoke to dh in theſe words ; Behold, God hath ſet him a King over you, 
obey and ferve 51d, ye and the King wh» is ſet over you, otherwiſe yu and your King 
hall pertſh ; which doubtleſs pur theſe words in King Zames the F. his mourh, 
when he drew up InftruRions for his Son ; 153m, faith he, does the reading and ao. Sad 
ſearching of the Scertptures more nearly concern than Kings themſelves ? forarmuch as Fo p. ag 
in that portion of Scripture which makes firft menti-n / the moſt excellent Kings of © "e 
Iſrael, we find that they were not only imuited and perſwaded, but expreſyly emoyned 

to be diligent in reading of, and meditating upin the Holy Scriptures, Alas ! how 

few of the Kings an Nm except William and Mary) did ever think 

this Duty incumbent upon them ? Yet Gratizs behaves himſelf much 'more mo- Groei 
deſtly than doth Salmafius, for he owns that thoſe inrimations and warnings of ou 
Samael, were ſo many Predi&ions of future Events, and nor a deſcription of _ 
Regal Right. 

For although Divine Providence did more render!y indulge and encourage 

the Iraelriſh Kingdom, than other Kingdoms, for the Mefſiah's ſake, who was 

to (ſpring from the Royal Stock of Tſnael; yer that other Kingdoms ſhould be 

ordered according to the ſame Model, would by no means follow from hence. 
Salmaſins doth nor ſtick to ſay, That Saul and D vid were inmmediately ordained Cap. 5. p. 195- 
and appointed of God, that other Kings were but mediately only : Therefore nobo- 

dy ſhould wonder why rFey were more ſacred, and more 1nviolable than other 

Kings. But if we confider this well, this diſtin&ion will be of little force 3 nor 

can any Argument drawn from hence, ſerve their rurn ; for God granted them 

ſuch a King as they required, and they demand a King like to rhe Kings of other 

Nations, and not a King of a new inſtitution, as I may fo ſay, fuch anone as 

r.ever was in the world before ; God therefore grants them ſuch an one as they 


deſire. If then Kings of other Narions could be derhroned, no body can reaſo- 
E nably 


Deut. 19. 


vide 


26 
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nably queſtion but that the Kings of 1fae! might be fo likewiſe : Therefore 
ITN ape 2hna boUE & '£d by the Law both of Narvre and Nations , 
neither did the two Tribes at all doubt of it, when in Rehb1beharts time they 
ſhook off the por apr placed Jerabobamn over themſctves ; nerther did their 
Crime {o mych in that,as-rogetherwith rejeting Reboboham, they forfook 
aiſo the Temple and Worſhip of God, neither was any other thing in the mind of 
thoſe forty, who berook themſelves to the Cave of Enged? with Darid; nay, 
they pretended te have a more deſperate defign in their heads, as touching rs 
mater, than had rhe rwo Tribes; for they perſwaded him ro make uſe of the 
opportunity put into his hand, to rid himſelf from the perſecution of the Son 
of Kis, by making him away. Of the ſame opinion was alſo Ab/ſbat, one of 
David's Worthics, and Brother to Foab, who ftealing privily wro Sawl's Fenr 
with David, who found Saul Qecping within che Trench, and his Speer ſticking 
in the Ground, at his Bolſter, rook it up, and cffered his ſervice ro David, fay- 
ing. Let me (mite him, I pxay the with the Spear, even to che Earth ar onee, 
and I will nct (mite him the (ſecond time. Now if any one ſhall narrowly exa- 

mine the Hiflory of Saul and David, he will undoubredly find rhat the fo fſtre- 
nuouws Ailertors of Tyranny, have read the Scriptures, whereunto they fo conft- 

dcentiy appeal, bur very carcleſly and curſorily 3 for even Saul himſelf never 

rook himiclf inviolable, or not ro be medled wirhall ; for afrer ets mat ner (poke 
he to David, producing a piece of the Skirt of his Robe : Thou art more righte« 

ous than I, far thiu haſt rewarded me 211d, whereas I have rewardid thee evil; 

thou baſt ſhewed this day, bow that thru haft dealt well with me ; for as much as 

when the Lord bad delivered me into thy hard, thou billedft me nit : For if a man 

find his Enemies, will he let them go away free ? wherefore the Lord reward, 

thee good, for that thou haſt done unto me this day : Neither d:d Saxlboaſt of 
or value himſeif upon hs Union, nor much infift upon his invioſatuliry ; nay, 

he ingeniouſly confeſieth, that he was ſubjeR to the fare of other Morrals, and 

that he had ſaved his life ; he owned this wholly to the magnanimous ckmency 

and kindneſs of David. and not to his own Majefly and Dignny. 

Now had the Royal Power, as a peculiar Fadge and CharaQeriſtical mark of 
diſtinction, ſecured Saul from all attempts upon his Perſon, how chanced i: 
that the four hundred and Abiſhat underſtood nothing of that Prerogative, only 
Bavid by his prophetical Spirit, was able to pry into rhat buſmeſs ; nor fn eruch 
could Sal have this Prerogative , whatſoever it was, either from rhe Law of 
Nature, or of Nations, for then it would have Been made known ro al! 5 bur 
he had it only by a Special Grant and Fayovyr, which fn all probability was re- 
vea'ed to David, God alone; Now the Son of Jeſſe had plainly frgnificd, 
that the life of the Scn of Kis was in his hand, and that he was ar his mercy, 
for thus ſpake he unto him, The Lord delivered thee unto me, nor did I lay hands 
upon thee : He {\ilcs him indecd the Anointed of the Lord, and confeilerh. thar 
1a conſideration of this Union, he was induced to ſpare his Hſe, Yer it does 
not therefore folicw that, he was iny1olable 3 for if any one w1!! refuſc-or delay 
upon any account, to put a ih ng in exccution, yon muft by no mcans mfer 
from thence, that it wasnoi lawſull for him fo ro doe ; who knows not that Ho- 
ly men fearing God. do oftentimes forbtar doitg ſome things, which acherwiſe 
might be pcimirred to any one whatſoever, You know 1t 3: ſomerimes a greze 
lign of generoſity towards an Encniy, not ro take at vantage of him 3 bur Saut 
was not affeted with the ſame reverence and reſpeR fo David's Union ; for he 
perſecured him with ſuch invererate malice, becaute he knew that the Son of 
Zeſſe was ancinred for King of Tract, taking no norice at all ef Saul's other Sons, 
Again, Abjolom did not look upon his Fathcr's UrHion 25 ſacred, who endea- 
vou;cd might and main, to wrelt the Scepter out of his hand 3 Ner did Haſhat, 

that 
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that wiſe and prudent Cornſelfor to Abſalom go about to deter him from his en- 2 Sam. . 3 
__—_ by magnifying to him David's Un&tion, bur by magnifying his 
and tis Mens valour reſolureneſs, which he pretended, was not adviſcable 
rw be engaged, without a prerty conſiderable ſtour Parry, Bur fome may re- 
ply he David durſt not venture to lay violent hands upon the Lord's Anoinred 
bitcer an Encmy ſoever, and raging againſt him with a bloud thirſty mind , | 
nor can this ſcem ſtrange ro any oat that ſhall obſerve che ſignal anc defiia- 
gviſhing diſpenſarion of God's Providence in this Hiſtory ; for withour God's 
permiſſion, Saul had not entered into the Cave, wherew David, whom he fore- 
ly perſecuted, rogerher with the forry Men of hus Life-Guard lay hid, and-1r 
was becauſe God wouid have it fo, that David faw Said, and that was feen 
by him, that Sauf ſhould nor hear the leaft noiſe or whiſpering of thoſe four 
hundred and forry Men, fome of whom communed with id, Laſt of all, 
It was nor withour the ſpectral providence of God, thar the Sor» of Feſſe 
ſhould cur oft the Stir of the Son of K/#'s Robe, and' he never perceive 1t : 
Doth not the Holy Scriprure mike” mention , thar! God cau a dead 
fkep to ſeize Sau! and! his Guard, when David accompanied with Abiſhaz, 
flipr unawares into Saul's Tene. It is more than probable, that all theſe things 
were diſpoſed and foreordained of God, to give the Children of Tract ro un- 
derſtan'{ the conſtant goodneſs, and rhe meekneſs of che man (© dear to him ; 
and as the Scriprures declare, one after his own hearr, and who by his valour 
and magnanimuty, was to be an wlufirious Tipe of the Meſtah, from whole 
Loins the very Meſſiah himſelf, commonly ſhled the Son of David, was to ſpring; 
if a man can indeed ſuppoſe any rhing of Man, ia that {weer and gracious de- 
porrment of David rowards Saul: Was it not David's prudence, who being 
the anoinred of the Lotd as well as Saul, ro fecure his own life from the con+ 
ſpiracies of the P cople, by fpering the life of Sai, as the Lord's Anonred. 
| Looking over the Hiſtory of the firft KingJof the Iſraelites, T find a notable 
Circumſtance which might have ſtopr the mourh of the pleaders for Alſolure 
Power, if they had bat made the leaſt Retle&ion wpon ir; The buſinefs was 
thus, The Philift;ans having been pur to the rout! and corally defeared by Fo- 
nathan,Saul deſirous of purſuing and gaining an entire victory over thee uncir- 
cumciſed Philiftians, gave a ftri charge? to all ins Soidters not to touch any 
Victuals until che Evening ; Jonathan being hot! upon the/purſurr, was not pre+ 
ſcent when the Prohibition was made, and coniequently ar of rhe fame; 
row finding himſelf very much haraſſed, and halt family's ar His rerurn ime 
the Camp, having |iph© upon ſome Honey by chance, dipr the end of the Rod 
that was in hishand m it, and did bur raft of it: Now Saxt confalting with 
the Lord wherher he ſhould continge the purſue of che Enemy, the' gave 
him no anfwer 4 whereupon the King having a mind 'ro kvow the reaſcn of 
God's fence, caſt the Lor, which fell von Jonarbiua, who preſently: confeſſed 
the Fat; the King his Father ſivore he (ſhould ſuffer for 1, and Zonathan began 
ro ſubmit ro this cruel wnnarural Senrence, anc prepared fyniclft for: death t 
When the people to whom Fonarhan hid much endcarcs lms by Ins emi- 
nent Qualifications, and who had fo weil deſerved of the Nation, hy his freſh 
Vi&ory over theſe Philiftizns, did oppoſc his intent, and withall (wore, that an 
Hatc of his Head ſhouki wor fall tr» rhe Ground, fince that if there were any 
faulr, it was commirted meerly mr of ignorance: belvuld how the wil! -f che 
People does claſh with the Kines, and how the Peoples will prevailed os &7 !itss 
and reaſon goo je ſhoeld, nay, 2ad alt this paſſed ina prac toll manner, with- 
our the leaft Sedition on the Peoples part, and withour ile leafi martering or 
complaint of the Ring, that there was any Viokace oftered tan of any at- 
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Neither does the Pozer of Abab appear very much abſolute, no more than 
thar of the former Kiog ;, foraſmuch as he could nor poflefs himſelf of Naboth's 
Vineyard, bur by the Eud of curſed Jezabel, ſuch as was fcarce ever thought 
of by the baſeſt of men, or by the worſt of women : Of Ferabel, 1 fay, who firft 
ſuggeſted it, nor could he deviſe any other means roſerze of this piece of Land, 
bur in raiſing up, and (uborning Falſe- Wirnefles againſt this gracious Man, and 
in caufing him ro be put ro death as a Blaſphemer. 

The Triniaftions of the Kings of Fadaband of Iſracl do confirm this verity, 
where you may (ee that they dreiv by their cexample, their Subjefs into Idols. 
my and all k:nd ofrwickeduelſs, accordirig as they were bygorted, and given to 
ir chem(clves, and did-reclaim them, and hindred them from falling foul upon 
thei” Rocks, according as they kept themſelves aloof from chem. 

What was David”s ſenie ' of his own proper Dignity Royal, is in the nexr 
place tobe enquired into; Scriprure informs us that he was anointed by Samuel, 
as Succetior to Saul; howbeie, Savl being gathered to his Fathers, Abner, 
Captain of rhe Guard to Saul, placed I/hboſberh, youngeft Son of the deceaſed, 
upon the Threne of ; Iſrael, Whar does David hereupon ? Why, he wagerh 
war wi'h iÞboh:th, under the noribn of Comperitor, not as an Uſurper, for he 
never irapeached Abner of High- Treaſon, for raking the Uturper's part, yea, he 
even {olcmnized his Obſequies, condoles his being pur to death by Foab, (becauſe 
he flew Azael, Foab's Brother,) with Tears and Praiſes. Nor. did David look 
upon I/hboſbeth as guilty cf Uturpation, bur pronounced him clear and blamelcſs, 
yea, and revenged his Death roo, tho none of the King's Anointed, by raking 
off che Murtherers : From all which, I cannot chooſe bur wonder how ever it 
could entet into the thoughts of thoſe who ſtand for Tyranny, to (ſeek refuge 
for their caſe, mm the Hiftory of Saul and David. 

Bur the chicf Maſter-Piece of Fawning-Courtiers, on which they lay the 
greateſt ſtreſs, ſeems to be this 3 that the Iſraelrres never cjeed, or ever called 
any of their Kings to an account, tn a Court of Judicature, aichough the grear- 
eſt part of them were very diflolute, wicked, and idolatrous z' but what is laws 
full is not according to Sc. Paul's ſenſe, always expedient, Ir is the part of a 
wile man when he defigns to ſer about any buſineſs of concern, to have a ſpe- 
cial regard to time and circumſtances, leaſt contriving unwarily, and not time- 
ing it aright, he loſe himſelf, and fall ſhort of his expeRation. The Iſraelites 
were but rightly ſerved if they underwent greater puniſhments rhen others,who 
had ſer over themſelyes a King, as it were againſt the will, and even in deſpite 
of God : They were even fain to ſmorher and diſlemble with their grief for 
very ſhame, who had made a Rod for their own back. *Tis alſo well known, 
that the Law hath nor its force in time of war, nor can that people defend their 


Laws, when ſurrounded on all fides with potent Enemies, Moreover it 1s not . 


in every 'reſpe& true, that Kings were never any where by-the People of I/rae! 
thruſt from the Throne, for the revolr of the Ten Tribes from Rehoboham, and 
their cleion of Jerobobam, is plain down right abdication and depofing. 
Beſides, we read how Athaliab, Mother to Abaziab, invaded thc Royal 
Chair after ker Sons death, poſicefling it and enjoying it for the ſpace of fix years, 
and was in the end delivered up to be put to death, by the Councel of Feboda- 
da, the High-Prieft: We read that Amaziah periſhed by the conſpiracy of the 
Citizens:of Feruſalem, that thoſe who had a hand in the murther, did not ſuf- 
fer for the ſame, as was the cuſtom amongſt the Jews; for they uſually puniſh- 
ed their Servants or Miniſters of State, who imbrewed their hands 1n the 
King's Bloud, which happened ro not a few of them. I muſt needs confeſs, 
that rhey did not deal juſtly, and according to the due courſe of Law, but the 
Aſlafinates eſcaping ſcorfree, proclaims aloud, that ſuch proceedings, in taking 
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away Amatziab, was allowed of, and acceptable to the People» Again we learn 
from Holy Scripture, that the management of the Common-weal h was ta- 
ken from Uziah, by reaſon of his Leproſie, and delivered ro his Son Fothan, 
Why thou!d we mention choſe incomparable Heroes, the Macchabes,w ho cariied on 
a War with proſperous evenr, and greater glory, againſt Aatro-bus , otherwiſe 
their Liege Lord and Swereignz And why ? becauſe they oppreſt the Jewiſh 
Nation with unreaſonable cruclty, compelling them co che worſhip of Iduls, by 
ſevere Edits and Pknalrics, 

Whar, did not rhe F-ws frequently make inſarretions againſt the Romans, 
under whoſe juriſdiAion they were ? What was it moved the R1mans to deſt.oy the 
whole Jewiſh Nation, to ſack and race the Ciry of Jeruſalem, bur the high ipiric of 
the Jews nor brooking the Roman Yoke, Salmaſins indeed confelicth thus much, _, _ 
That as ſon as ever the Jews became ſubjet tothe Romans Government, they did ever © as. 
and anon rebel, (ith he,, as it were azairft their implacable Enemies, and ſabverrers \*<' 
of their Laws and Religion. 

Nor do I ever perceive that the Few; mourned for the maſſacre of their Kings, 
bar rather bore it with a kind of jindifferency, and unconcernedneſs; They did 
nor rent their Garments, nor pur on Sackcloath, nor throw Aſhes upon their heads, 
according as received Cuſtom, when any mournful Accident ſurpriſed them 3 nay, 
ſeldom or never performed any Funeral Rites, by wailing and lamentation of the 
violent dearth of their Kings. Whar can we think of the filence of the Rabbics 
of that Nation, who never ſo much as expariated upon rhe Praiſes of the Sove- 
reign, forſooth, and almoſt perperual power of their Kings ; but.on the contrary, 
we lcarn from Salnafizs, That Moſes, Miimn'des pats this differenc? between Cav, 2. po $0 
the Kings of Iſracl an thoſe of Judith, David's Poſterity, that thiſe of David's Family $5t and «5. ” 
ſhould indge and be julged, but that the Kings of Iſrael ſhnald nt have the pywer of jud2- Myjmonide, Has 
ing, nr cndd he judged themſelves neither , and that Sechar had quoted ſeveral Teſii- [ic melac. 
monies to thai purpoſe. Caf. 3. 

How come {uch 2 provd hawghty Nation as they were, and no ſmall admirers of 
their Priviledpes, nor to be proud of their Kings being inviolable : For fo far wer: 
they from enrerrining any fuch conceirs concerning them, that in caſe they ſhould 
have found them tardy, or commurted the leaſt offence againſt God's Ordinances, 
they would have cited them before the Sanhedrim, to be whipr with Rods, ag well 
as the Hiph-Priefts, 

I ſhall 6154010 rwo Paſſages in this place, which may ſerve inſtead of a definitive 
and decretory Scatence ani Determination to all thoſe who ſuffer nor their minds ! $47 11- 
ro be prepoſſeſt and hood winked by prejudice. The firſt is, char the creation of Kings 11. 
Kings 1s more than once aſcribed to the People : This may be gathered from the 2 7125 12- 
Hiſtory of Saul, of David, of Solomon, Azariah, Foſiah and others. Concerning 2 "25 14 and 
Rehyboham, Salmaſius frankly owneth, Th? Kingdom now in its a, ſaith he, 21: 
when Solomon the King s death was once publiſhed and proclaimed, all Iſrael be- Salmaſ. ca). 4- 
ing aſſembled to appnint his ſon King over them, they complained to him, &c. Whit Þ- 111, 1102+ 
anſmer returned he to their juſt Petition ? Why, he was ſn r from ſignifying any com- | 
pliance with, and fawmurable acceptance of their Petition ;, that he poſittvely threatned4 
19 lay heavier burthens upon them, and denounced the puniſhment of f 1 with Scorpions, 
mn hom his Father only chaſtiſed with rods. He that was nat yet a King to threaten thus, 
what would he have done if he had once gotten the Crown on his head. I and after the 
Fews had mightily fallen away from their priſtine glory and renown, yer woul.i 
they nor reſign up, or be deprived of the priviledge of creating their Leaders : For 
the Writer of the Book of Macchabees, Lib. t. cap. 13- gives us a relation of the 
EleRion of Simon the valiant, Ajſoon as the People heard = words their ſpirits revi- © 
ved, and they anſwered with a loud wice,thou ſbalt be our Leader inſtead of f, x4 and )0- P 3 
nathan thy brothers;fight thu our battles,and whatſoever thru commandeſt that will we do. 

Now 
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The Defence of the Parliament of England. 
Now what man ſo void of reaſon as to imagine that all they depended upon the 


_ abſolure will and pleaſure of Kings, who conferr'd this Digniry Royal upon 


Kings? Whar,do the Pcople reſerve no right ro the thing that they themſelves create? 
The other alſo we produce from Scripture, which plainly forbids che doing 
wrong to the People, for the Scripture teacheth us, that they and Kings are bound 
_ tiand obliged to one another, by the mutual and interchangeable Bonds of a 
cnanr. 

All the Elders of Ijrael came together before the King in Hebron, and David 
made a Covenant with them, before the Lord iniebron; they firſt created concerning 
the condirions, upon which the Son of 1'.::/d ſhould have the Eceprer be- 
ſtowed on him, and this Treaty was between 4br:7 and the People ; in the ficit 
place Abner exhorts the people, and puts then pon conferrmag the Kingdom yu 
on David; afterward he prevailech upon them to gratific his defire 3 preiently 
hath recourſe to David, produceth before him rhe reſult of the Treaty, that they 
have given thcir conſent 5 David tigns and agrees to itz the Agitator berween the 
Parries, rogether with his Aſſociates, having becp {plendid)y and cheartully enter- 
tained : Abner having got what he would have had, and a!l things necefſiry to 
viſher in che buſineſs thus happlly concluded, 7 will ariſe, faith he, to David, 1 
will go and gather together to my Lord, the King. all Iſrael, that they may make a 
Covenant with thee : nor did the High-Prieſt Fehodadah in any other manner ad- 
yance F:ſiah ro the Throne of his anceſtors; for he made hum and the people mu- 
rually ro contra and bargain together, | 
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Wherein are examined thoſe Paſſages of the New-Teſtament, which our Adverſaries en- 
deavour to draw t5 their purpoſe. 


Aving thoroughly ſifted and diſcuſſed al rhe Succours that reinforce their 
Cauſe, out of the Old Law, Lect us now ſee wherher or no the New-Law be 
more favourable to them than that: They judge that Precept of our Saviour's, 
Give unto Ceſar the things that are Caſas, as the molt material, and all in all, in 
this their Cauſe. Bur if I underſtand Chriſt's meaning, this famous Oracle of his 
doth rather make againſt our nonreſiſtant Parafites than for them ; For our Saviour 
doh not ſay all rhings are Ceſar's, but betore he would an{wer this nice and cun- 
ning Demand, he thought it beft ro look upon the Inſcription of the Mcdal; nor 
is there any queſtion to be made, bur that if the Image and Superfcripuon had 
been Herod's, (ſuch was the exa&nels of his Juſtice) he would have commanded 
to render unto Herod the things that were Herod's : Wherefore 1 rhe rhings char 
zre Ceſars are to be rendercd to Ceſar: Now if Ceſar cxaGt tiiofe things for his own, 
v. hich are nor ſo, by the Precept of Chriſt, or art leafi the Precept ſtznding good 
and in force, they may be denied him ;, buc the Honour, Life and Eftaies of Sub- 
j-s are nor Ceſar's: The Subjects are liable, in ſfowe relpeit wn duty Lound, to 
maintain his Dignity and Prerogatives with all theſe. They are therefore obliged nor 
r2 grudge venturing their Life and Fortune, but it is to be at the d1/polal of rhe 
Natton, and not as the Prince pleaſcth, 

But now the reaſon why we are commanded in the Holy. Scripures to horour 
Kings, and even to obey chem in ſuch chings as are harſh, and croſs our Inclinaty 
On*, tO pay Tax«s, to pour our Preyers and Supplications for thera, this, 1f I am 
able to judge, doth not at all make for Abſolute Power 3 for we are commanded to 
exhibit Honour towhom Honour, Tribute to whom Tribute, I'car 30 whom Fear 
i: duc ; t9 firive cooutſtripone another in well-doipg,to pray for all men. I would 
fair know if any one can deny bur clus is allo due ro Democratii4 GIvcramemn ; 
it is a thing granted by zl! Chriſtians in genera), that all Honour and Reverence 
Is 
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is to be paid to Princes, even ro bad ones, (© long as they ſway the Sceprer, 
provided they do got incr24ach upon the Rices of God Almighty, nor meddie with 
the Spirirual Conceras. But herein lics the main ſtreſs of rhe Queſtion, and wwrns 
upon this Hinge 3 Whether or no Princes, not uſing their Power as they ſhould do, 
and not adminiſtring the Common-wealch aright, may f>ifeir rhe'r Regal Power ; 
if they do (o forfeit, as we have before (ufficicatl red, we do conrend that 
they may incur che Penalty of being diſcarded, we do rcadily confent with the 
Council of Baſil in the ſame, Cui pies nm predeft correfio, debita et nin parcat ab- 
ſciſimz to him whom pious correction does no good, let nota deſerved cutting off 
ſpare him, if fo be ir be once by the Srates of the Natioa declared, that they 
have forfeited their Government; but 1 do nor think it fir for any private Perſon, 
nor lawfull for divers particular Perſons together to paſs this Sentence, even as 1c 
1s not lawfull for any private Perſon to iatroduce a new form of Goverament into 
the Commoa-wealth; bur ic is generally allowed by all, that this belongs ro the 
whole Nation, or at leaſt to the berrer part of it. : 

But to the end we may cut off all means and occaſions from our Adverſaries, 
of expe&tingany relicf for the future from the New-Teſtament ; choſe Precepts by 
which we are infiru&ed in our Duty towards Princes and Magiſtrates, are to be 
explaincd by three Obſervations, 1f1t. Thoſe Precepts as we obſerve, are recom- 
mended and enjoined to all who are in Authority over others, without exception. 
Now the Authority of thoſe that bear rule, is not one and the ſame in 
2] Nations; therefore the Lawy of every Nation ſtanding in fu'l force 
and vertue, holy men would introduce their own Laws without prejudice 
to the other, 2ly. The Apoſtles Rules reſpe& particular men, not the whole 
Lump and Maſs of any particular Nation : For at ſuch time as they were delivered, 
the Church did not compoſe any body politck, nor did compoſe any, till a long 
time after ; nay, even the Apoſtles Authority was odjous, and ſuſpected by all 
Nations. 3ly. The Apoſtles had nothing to do to derermine what Laws every 
Nation were to makc uſe of; for our Blefled Lord would not have it, that his 
Church ſhould make us any politick particular Government ; for tince it was to 
be propagated through all parts of the world, which according to the various dif{- 
poſition and humours of the People, the forms of Government do very much dif- 
fer, nay, and ſometimes are quite contrary one to another; ir was but conveni- 
ent that the Apoſtles ſhould leave the adminiſtration of Government to it (elf 
with this proviſo, that ir ſhould not contain any thing in icthat might ſeem re- 
puganant to the Tenure of the Goſpel. 


CHAP. VI. 
Wherein is treated of the firſt Ages of the Chriflian Church; 


UT now becauſc in the three firſt Centuries, our of an unparalle!l'd exam- 
ple of humility and patience, Chriſtians never made the leaſt infurre&ion 


againſt rhe Heathen Princes, by wv hom noewi:hflanding they were moſt barbarouſly- 


and ſundry ways tortured ; this does not at a!l wirmpe or invalidate the force of 
our Argurnenc, for they were no ways In a capacity of behaving themſelves any 
otherwiſe, being defticute of Force. and all along tubjet whereſoever they were 
to their Enemies; bur we loſe not one jor of ovr right, when we are de- 
barr'd the uſe of 1t ether by open force or any other inſuperable way wharſcever, 
vet one of other may objec, thar the Chriſtians might have entered into Con» 
federacy with the moſt moderate Heathens apainſt thoſe who were cruelleſt 
and n.oft violent, yer neither was jt expedient for the Chriſtian Religion ro 
ſubdue the World to it (elf 5 it was 4 piece of indecency , for if afccr this man- 
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ner to gain Triumphs over Idolarry, bar ſo ſoon as ever it got the upper-hand 
of the World by abundance of paricnce and conſpicuouſly eminent good living, 
Vales in Euſe- ard became, that I may uſe the words zedJive Hote, the prevailing Do- 
 bium in Hiſt. Arine, then did God out of his render mercy grant Princes ro his Church, 
Ecdeſ. lib. 4- who might be able not cnly ro ſecure them and defend them from the Hea- 
Cape To then, bur even from bad Chriſtians roo, Now at this day we are by God's bleſ- 
fiog in the ſame proſperous Condinon, and withour all paradventure, Chriſtians 

may now uſe that Authoriry whcrewith they are impower<d by God, 

Bur if any man ſhall pretend to ſcandalize or blame our Cau'e, for not having 
ſummoned all choſe rhey called Fathers, to give evidence to ſirengrhen our Cauſe 
inhand, let him content himſelf with this Reply 3 That we have already given an 
accourt of che three firſt Ages : Burt as for the ſucceeding Ages, Conftantin the 
Great will anſwer for us, who levicd war in Chriſt's Name agaiaſt Maxentizs and 
Licinix«, and managed it all along accompanied with Soldiers that were Subjects 
to both thoſe Tyrants ; who, upon the account of his noble and famous Exploirr, 
in bcha!f of Chriſtendom, 1s celebrared by the Praiſes and Encemiums c all the 
Fathers. Tt wi!l not be much to deviate from our purpoſe, if we bring in, and 
join to Conftantin, Conftans the youngeſt of all his Sons, who had ſcme thoughts of 
going ro war with Conftantius his brother, being an Arrian for the reſtoring of Arha- 

Up and down raſius, and the reſt of the Orthodox Biſhops to their Seas, but was prevented by 
wn Eccle}. Hiſtre gerh. 

$7 that I cannot but admire the maintainers of Tyranny ſhould be fo blind amidſt 
ſo clear lighr, and that with ſuch an impudent confidence ſhould, whar in them lies, 
bear 4own and oppref+ manifeſt Truth; ar. d ſhould peremprorily afferr, That till 
Auguſtines time, and rot till after that rime tov, that there was m mentiom extant in 

Salmaſ. cap. 4+ Hiſtory of any privare perſon, who aſſaſſinated his King, or took up Arms againſt him ; 

#138. that not the leaſt Cabal of Chriſtian Conſpirators durſt ever dare to dy the ſame, even 
to the moſt Pagan King; much leſs did any of the Peers of the Realm, ever pretend t1 
Rain his Conſctence with the lie wicked cruelty ; When it plainly appears by the Ht+ 
ſtory of a!l thoſe Times, that Magnentins, who lifted himſelf under the Banner of 
Chriſt, did cruelly and barbarouſly murther Conſtans Auguſtus, his BenefaQor, and 
an Ortholox Emperor : And when 1t 15 certainly true, that Maximus, who was al- 
ſo in rhe Liſt of Chriſtians, did treachcrouſly lay Grattan a Chriſtian, and one of the 
beſt Empcrours. And to name no more, it is evident that the moſt Chriſtian King 
Th-1d:fius did cur off Maximus the Tyrants head, who was the Murtherer of Gra- 
tian, after he had overcome him in War, and taken him Priſoner. - Now we have 
produced all rhc'e before the age Sr. Auguſtine lived in, not that we ſubſcribe ro, 
and approve of ai! theſe ( God forbid a Chriſtian ſhould be poſſeſſed with ſuch a 
perver'e idle Spirit ) bur only to prove by the way, that this was matter of faR, 
which our Adveriaries has the face to deny. 

And indecd it any one, who 15 not prejudiced, ſhall pcruſe Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 
ry, he fiall find, that the priminive Chriſhans, who were eminent for Authority 
and power, did no Iefs exerciſe 1t, than thoſe now a daves : beſides the Chriſtians 
of the firſt thi ee Cent: ries did nor flop the cariere of Tyrants by force of Arms, 
bur by their Chriſtian and vertuous Prety 3 not that God would have them diveſt- 
ed of that authority the Law of Nature granted to all Nations, but it fo ſeemed 
good to his Wiſdom, rhat he might inſtru& all Nations, that Chrifts Kingdom was 
Sprrirual, and that the World was to be brought under hts dominion only by Spi- 
ritual Warfare; but when the World was ſubdued to Chriſt, the Church ſcartered 
far and wide over the face of rhe whole Earth, then it became very hke to the Net 
in the Goſpel, that incloſed abundance of good and bad Fiſh. God out of his infi- 
nite goodneſs did gractouſly grant them Chriſtian Kings and Magiſtrates, whoſe bu- 
fines was to ſeparate the good Fiſh from the bad, who ſhould copduR and rule the 

numerous 
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gumerous Church, as 2 well Diſciplined ; 
Norice of one thi my wy oo 
Me homees ber ther (hey hb che management 
ce of Armes ; cer once 
Pls in ir ws Hand, they ſoon ( <1, nor ly bur eyen Schif- 
maricks too by Armes. I, and St. Augx/tin himfclt founded the to chis Bar- 


ſu the Power of the 
fuppoting © were deſti 
Subje& to a Chriſtian L 

ples of the | at«/ Civil Law 3 and 
came not into the Wu id ro defiroy and ſy 
and betrering of it. Away then with your Plagues of Mankind, who, that they 
may curry favour with Tyrants, have the impudence to back into more cthen 


Egyptian Slavery, thoſe whom God hath out of the Houſe of Bondage, 
whom Chriſt hath redeemed with his Precious that they ſhould no longer be 
under ſervitude to Man. 


And now methinks, we have abundantly evinced, both by the Decrets of the 
Councils, and by conſtant uſage and praftice, as well as by the Laws of Nations, by 
the determinations of the DoRors, by the confeſſion of Emperours and Kings, ard 
laſt of all by the T timony of the Holy Scri , that Tyrants may be depoſed, 
that the unruly d...ires of Kings may be reſtrained by the Laws. Ir doth there- 
fore plainly appear, from the Premiſes, that the Parliament of England, did very 
wiſely and ſeaſonably provide for the good of the Commonwealth, when they re- 
jetted Fames the Second, who trod both Divine and Humane Laws under foor, 
and in putting that Pious and Magnanimous Prince, that Juſt Defender of the 
Faith, and of the Laws ; yea, and true Heir to the Crown, io hls ſtead. We ſhall 
not wander abroad, to ſcarch here and there for Examples and Teſtimonies be- 
yond the Ehriſtian World ; for fince that the matter is to be tryed before Chri- 
ſtians, and Chriſtian Judges, reaſon requires, that ir ſhould be decided by Chriftian 
Laws. We havecull'd out from that plenriful Stock of Ip yay the choiceſt, 
and ſuch as ſeem ro have been offered ro the World with the moſt mature Judg- 
menr, in which Examples, Conſcience and the Publick Benefir, would very well 
agree and conſpire togerher. We omit thoſe, that cither have roo much tro do 
with popularity , or prepoſterous violence and heat, and ſuch which ſmell too 
_ of Popiſh Tyranny, left we ſhould occafion ſcruples ro ſome good Men, 
and adminifter any cauſe of wrangling or quarre lling to our Adverſaries; and jf 1 
be nor much miſtaken, I have (o explained and cleared the Hiſtory of Sul and Da« 
vid, that from it, I hope, for the furure, thoſe paſſive obedient Paraſites of Ty- 
rants will not expe&-to find any thing to encourage them. 


The Appendix to this ſmall Treatiſe. 


wW Hen I had quite made an end of this ſmall piece, 1 accidentally met 
with the poſthumous Work of Edmond Richer, DoRor of the faculty of 
Paris, no obſcure perſon, touching Ecclefiaſtical Power in Temporal Matters, it 
was publiſhed at Cologne Anno 1691, wherein he makes as if he would lay ſome 
foundation for the abſolute Power of the King, but defends ir with ſuch ſorry pirt- 


ful Arguments, that altho he had a mind to ſacrifice Truth to Regat Power, yer 
F ud 
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4 » faith he, I grant that every Commnwealth flinderh up- 
an its own Legs, and it ſufcient fa” its (elf, by Divage and Narural Right, ſhould 
#1 bt either a Repubich or a Monarchy, fo it be dare by @ free Conſent of the Eftutes, and 
the Public Peace bept, for by what it dorh by the wnarimos conſert of oll, chaſe 
-- freely « Prince, by the {zme Right alſo may it abrogate and diſewn that Frince, p+1- 
: uded that in fo abrogatirg, the Publick, Tratquility and Peace be, rot diflurbed , 
fer if the Publick Peace ſuffer therely, it 11 far the wiſer cowſe to 1:ft ſatufied, ard 
endure the Grievances and Tyramy' of ne ſingle perſon than,of mety,. cinfarmable t; 
| that Precept of our Bleſſed Lord, net to pluck up the Tares 'with harm” to the Wheat, 
In this Thefis, Richerizs does roc only fectle an maintain the Right mhercnr to 
> the Pcople to depoe ill Princes, bur does alſo mightily approve of the late change 
that happened in the By tf affairs as fawful : For Charles the Second dying wich- 
4 our lawful flue, it was in the Parhameprs Power, either to clc& or refuſe Fame; 
| the Second, by reaiſcn of his great avericneſs to the True Religion, it vat the icfere 
in the Parliaments Power ro c3eR Him 3; bur rhey cjeRed him as ote who did rc 
admiruſicr aright; n<ither was the Peace and p Enquiiy diftu: bed In fo abrogating 
him, neither were there more T\ rants placed in his ſtead; bur (he oe rightful 
Heirs to the Crown 1W/{liam md Mary; and by rooring up the greatefi part of 
the Tarcs, ro damage to the Wheat cnfueds yea it becatt e mere pute ard Yen, 
therefore Richerius cquld have defite@ nothing more in this Revolution, 

Furthermore,..the ſaid Richerrus tells us, that as well Reafon as the ProGice of 
thc Primitive Church do confirm, that it 1s'altogether unlawful ro ſhock the Peace 
and Quiet of the Publick, . only upon the acco: nc of, a Princes opprefli:g or fer- 
faking the Religion profeſſed and eftablifhed by his Precircefiors, urlcts at the fare 
zime he injure thi Veace, with the State of the Kingdom. 

We have before lookt itito the reafor ir felf, and confiant preRice of the Primi- 
tive Church ; but for a'l' chat, Rrcbbrivs maſt n'eds coptels that it is Lawful to 
refirajn one. that does wjury t5 Jock Tranuilhy. Bur this great Pariſian 
LoRor,vſech a ſtrange kind of d'ftjnfion, Excepr it fo fall our, ſaith he, that be 
violate or corrupt the Peace , together with rhe ſtate of the Kinzdim : He ferms to 
aake ſmall account of Keligion, who ſuppoſcrtt that the Retgron of a Ringdom 
may be ſuppreſt,” and that yer the Peace of the Fingdom may Tor bdiliurbed 
and.dcſtroyed ; the good man knows that Religion 18 one of the readereNt "things 
in the Word ; atid thus you ſec how Truth uſes ro compel the” Maintainers and 
Abecrors of Falſhood to acknowledge her 3 and even, whethie they will of r6, 
to exrort an evidence for her againſt themſclves. 

Give me leave now to fimſh this Appendis with Ryicherzus's own Words, lie 
muſt conclude then, ſays he, that it rs one of the greateſt Maracles that can poſſibly bap- 
yen t: Markind m any Civil Soctesy, To be bleſt with a good Yrinee, whith Ged out j 
tis mercy beftows on them, as hz giazes 11 Princes in bts wi ati), 


z> 


O Fortunatos nimivin, ſaa fr bona norint 
Anglicalas <——— © 


What mighty bl: ings may the Fn;/iſb find, 
If 0 their happinels they are not bjuid, 


Gloria DPco in Ex<2lCls, . 
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